Authorities and Landlords Improving Standards Together (NW)

A&LIST (NW)

Terms of Reference

1. Vision 

A&LIST will provide a regional platform for the promotion and development of Landlord Accreditation resulting in a sustainable and well managed private rented sector. A&LIST represents a successful working partnership between Local Authorities, Landlord Associations and Government Agencies .  
2.  A&LIST Aims and Objectives 
The core aim of A&LIST is to promote a unified and consistent approach to improving standards in the private rented sector by raising awareness of Landlord Accreditation.  A&LIST will advocate the further development of schemes 
in accordance with local and regional housing strategies.  
As a regional network A&LIST will consider the impacts of Central Government policies and legislation on the private rented sector and offer support and guidance to members in the development, implementation and improvement  of schemes.  
A&LIST will consider practices across the private rented sector and develop a joint approach to tackle regional issues.  
To meet these aims A&LIST will: 

· Consider the practical issues around accreditation, including new and current incentives available to accredited landlords.

· Share experiences and good practice across the region to ensure consistent standards are maintained 

· Address issues that will affect landlords with the introduction of both selective and mandatory HMO licensing  

· Provide a mechanism for landlord representatives to consult with local authorities and raise their issues and concerns regarding government legislation in respect of private sector housing

· Promote and maintain investment into the region

· Promote recognition of professional standards in the private rented sector.

· Promote a broader understanding of sustainable communities and how accreditation and licensing are vital tools for local authorities to achieve this 

· Address issues of inclusion within private sector housing strategy

· Validate the quality of properties recognised through accreditation schemes

· Consult and incorporate revisions to the code of standards as necessary with changes in legislation affecting the private rented sector. 

· Identify mechanisms for accreditation schemes to provide a range of measures to enable landlords accelerate through the licensing regime with minimum inconvenience and cost to landlords.

· Keep landlords and authorities, in the region, well informed of different aspects of managing tenancies and to bring about better relationships between private landlords and local authorities regionally.

3.   Membership of A&LIST
All A&LIST Member Authorities must agree to operate or progress towards accreditation schemes in line with the A&LIST Code of Standards.  Each authority will also sign agreement to these Terms of Reference.  
Each member will receive A&LIST documentation, Member Bulletins and copies of the minutes of all A&LIST meetings.  Members will be able, on request, to submit agenda items and recommend speakers.  Members may be asked to contribute to working groups in relation to the development of Accreditation Schemes and A&LIST objectives, where appropriate to the member and their respective authority. 
4.
Membership of the Steering Group

The A&LIST Steering Group will be made up of 15-20 regional local authorities, landlord representatives and other relevant bodies.

Nominations for new members will be considered at Steering Group Meetings as required, and subject to  the approval of the group.  
Members may be required to  step down from the  A&LIST Steering Group should they depart from the A&LIST Code of Standards,  membership requirements or fail to adhere to  the A&LIST Terms of Reference.  
5.
Steering Group Meetings

The A&LIST Steering Group will convene every 8 weeks.  Additional attendance at working groups may be required as appropriate, between the A&LIST Steering Group meetings.  

The AGM and bi-annual meeting will be by invitation to all North West member authorities,  landlord associations  and interested parties.  These meetings will discuss the regional private rented sector perspectives and provide an update on development of the A&LIST objectives. 
Meetings will be hosted by member authorities/organisations on rota basis.  The duration of the Steering Group meeting will be 2-3 hours approx. 
6. Amendments to the Network Agreement Document, Terms of Reference and Code of Standards

The A&LIST constitution documents can be amended subject to the approval of a majority at any AGM. .

7. Secretariat Function

A dedicated officer from Salford City Council will undertake the role of Secretariat for the group. This person will be responsible for:

· Arranging the meetings; 

· Circulating agenda, supporting documents and directions

· Assigning working group members 

· Sending minutes out to all members of A-list
