Animal Boarding Establishments Act 1963

Standard Licence Conditions for Dog Crèche.

SCOPE

1. These conditions apply to the use of any premises that is used as a business for the boarding of the dogs.

2. This licence is for the boarding of dogs within a premise, in the manner of keeping a pet dog. This will include access by boarded dogs to all areas for recreational purposes.  

NUMBER OF DOGS PERMITTED

3.
The maximum number of boarded dogs in any one premise at any one time will be specified in the licence.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

4.
If the premises are located in a residential area, the premises must be maintained and managed so as to be suitable for the boarding of dogs in such an area.

5.
The licensee must conduct the business, to the satisfaction of the Authority, in such a way as to prevent noise and/or smell nuisance to neighbouring premises.

6.
The premises must be maintained in a state of cleanliness conducive to disease control and animal comfort.

7.
The rooms to which boarded dogs will have access must be maintained in a condition, which is suitable and safe for their accommodation.

8.
The licensee must take all reasonable steps to ensure that any dog boarded on the premises will not represent a risk to the safety of any person working at the premises, or in neighbouring premises.

9.
Should it become apparent to the licensee or person supervising the premises that a boarded dog represents a danger to any person working at the premises, or in the neighbouring premises, that dog (unless it can be returned to the owner) must be transferred to a licensed boarding kennels with such suitable facilities as soon as practicable.

10.
The licensee must ensure that the establishment is covered by adequate and suitable Public Liability insurance and produce such insurance to an authorised officer of the local authority on request.

ACCOMMODATION

11.
The accommodation provided for dogs must be in all respects suitable as regard construction, size, fixtures and fittings, exercise facilities, temperature, ventilation and cleanliness.

12.
Natural and artificial lighting of rooms must be sufficient to allow the proper use and cleaning of them.

13.
External areas to which boarded dogs have access must be securely fenced so as to prevent the dogs escaping from the premises.

14.    All dog faeces and other waste must be cleared up as soon as reasonably practicable and transferred to a suitable hygienic container, lined with a plastic sack, prior to disposal in accordance with current regulations and good waste management practice.

15.
Dogs must not be kept inside enclosed crates within the dwelling or outside the dwelling, except with the written consent of the dog owner.

16.
Dogs must be adequately exercised every day.

TEMPERATURE

17.
A reasonable temperature must be maintained at all times where dogs are kept.  The temperature of the dogs sleeping area shall be maintained at a minimum of 10(C and a maximum of 25(C.

18.
All heating appliances provided must be of such construction as to constitute no risk of fire and must not endanger the health and well-being of the dogs.  Freestanding oil or gas appliances must not be installed in an area accessible to the dogs.

CLEANLINESS

19.
All areas used for the boarding of dogs must be kept clean and free from accumulation of dirt and dust.

20.
All dogs must be provided with suitable clean, dry bedding material.

FOOD AND WATER SUPPLIES

21.
All dogs must have an adequate supply of wholesome drinking water available at all times, and changed daily.

22.
All dogs must be adequately supplied with suitable and sufficient food.

23.
The food preparation area and equipment must be kept vermin free at all times.  Refrigeration facilities must be provided where fresh meat is used.  All bulk supplies of food must be kept in vermin proof containers.  Feeding and drinking utensils must be cleaned and disinfected of after each feed.

SECURITY

24.
All reasonable precautions must be taken to prevent dogs escaping from the premises, or other unauthorised dogs entering the premises.

25.
All dogs boarded at the premises must be fitted with a tag identifying the licence holder and their address on their arrival at the premises.

26.
When taken off the premises, dogs must be leashed in public areas.

27.
Dogs must not be left outside and unattended during the hours of darkness.

28.
Full males, bitches in season and puppies under four months’ of age must not be boarded with other dogs.

29.
No dog designated under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 is permitted to be accepted for boarding.

DISEASE CONTROL

30.
Only dogs from one household may be boarded at the premises at any one time except where every dog owner has given their consent in writing to the licensee.

31.
All reasonable precautions must be taken to prevent and control the spread among animals of infection or contagious disease and parasites including the provision of appropriate isolation facilities and the appropriate use of a Parvocidal disinfectant.

32.
If a dog develops an infectious disease during its stay at the boarding establishment, the premises must undergo a reasonable quarantine period, as specified by an authorised veterinary surgeon before any new boarders are accepted at the premises.

33.
Proof must be provided by the owner of dogs boarded that the dogs have current vaccinations against Canine Distemper, Infectious Canine Hepatitis, Leptospirosis and Canine Parvovirus.  Dogs must not be boarded unless the course of vaccination has been completed at least four weeks before the date of boarding.

34.
Where dogs from different homes are boarded together, their respective owners must ensure that the dogs are vaccinated against Bordatella Kennel Cough in addition to the vaccinations itemised above. Dogs must not be boarded unless proof of the same is provided by the respective owners.

35.
All dogs must have been treated for fleas by their owners, external parasites and worms.  Any resident dog should be treated regularly and in all cases the information recorded.

36.
A fully stocked first aid kit suitable for use on dogs must be available and accessible on the premises.

37.
The licensee must have access to a veterinary practice that can provide an emergency service if required when the dog’s normal vet is unavailable.

DOCUMENTATION

38.
A register must be kept containing the description of every dog boarded.  The register must include the following information:


a)
Name, age, description of dog, breed and gender


b)
Date of arrival and departure


c)
Name, address and telephone number of the owner


d)
Name, address and telephone number of contact whilst owner is away


e)
Name, address and telephone number of dog’s veterinary surgeon


f)
Details of dates of dogs vaccinations


g)
Health, welfare and nutrition requirements.  Details of any prescribed medication issued by a veterinary surgeon must be recorded.


h)
Date of the last season for a bitch.

39.
Licensees must keep daily records on each dog as to its welfare.

40.
All records must be available for inspection at all times by an authorised officer of the Local Authority a veterinary surgeon or a veterinary practitioner authorised under section 2(1) of the Act.

SUPERVISION

41.
A fit and proper person must always be present to exercise supervision and deal with emergencies whenever dogs are boarded at the premises.

42.
Dogs must be visited at regular intervals as necessary for their health, safety and wellbeing.

FIRE PRECAUTIONS

43.
Appropriate steps must be taken for the protection of dogs in the case of fire or other emergency.

44.
A proper emergency evacuation plan and fire warning procedure must be drawn up and must include instructions on where dogs are to be evacuated to in the event of fire or other emergency. The plan must be drawn to the attention of every fit and proper person who exercises supervision of the premises.

45.
The premises must be fitted with at least one working smoke detector.

46.
Appropriate fire fighting equipment must be provided in accordance with advice issued by the Fire Authority.  Appliances must be accessible and suitably maintained.

