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Introduction

Changes to existing legislation through the Education Act 2002, to clarify the role and responsibilities of Local Authorities (LA’s) and their partners in assessing and providing transport for students of 16-19 in FE have been introduced. These received Royal Assent in July 2002 and the provisions that relate to transport (Schedule 19 of the Education Act) commenced on 20 January 2003. These give LA’s responsibility for:

· preparing and publishing transport policy statements, following consultation with their partners, by 31 May each year. The policy statement should outline the transport support available for students. The students eligible for this are over compulsory school age but under 19, or who are on a course, which started before they reached 19. 
· arranging partnerships and collaboration between themselves and their local FEIs, HEIs, transport authorities, Connexions and other key local organisations in developing and publishing policy statements for local students.
What financial help is available?

Education Maintenance Allowance 
You will not longer be able to apply for Education Maintenance Allowance.  However, If you first applied successfully for Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) in 2009/10, you will continue to receive the same level of weekly payments while you study in 2011/12.  If you first applied successfully for the maximum EMA payment of £30 a week in 2010/11, you’ll receive £20 a week while you study in 2011/12.  If you’re in care, a care leaver, on income support, or receiving both Employment Support Allowance and Disability Living Allowance, your weekly EMA payments will be replaced with a bursary of £1200 a year from September 2011.  You’ll receive that bursary directly from your school, college or training provider.  For further advice please contact the Support Service Learner Helpline on 0800 121 8989
16-19 Bursary Fund 

The new 16-19 Bursary Fund scheme will help 16 to 19 years olds continue in full-time education, where they might otherwise struggle for financial reasons.  It is made up of two parts – a bursary of £1,200 a year to the most vulnerable young people and a discretionary fund for schools and colleges to distribute.  The most in need will be eligible and this includes young people in care, care leavers, young people receiving income support and disabled young people receiving both Employment Support Allowance and Disability Living Allowance.  
How can I apply for this type of assistance?

You have to apply directly to your school, college or training provider for a bursary.  In most cases they decide on the amount you could receive, when it is paid and what conditions they might attach.  For further information/advice please speak to Student Support Services  at your college or your tutor or go to www.direct.gov.uk/16-19bursary. 
Discretionary Learner Support 
The Adult Learning Grant (ALG) has become part of Discretionary Learner Support and is available in colleges and school sixth forms to help with learning costs. You can no longer apply for the Adult Learning Grant but you can apply for the Discretionary Learner Support.    The funds are prioritised for those who face financial hardship.  They can be used to help with: 

· Financial hardship and emergencies 

· Childcare costs (for Ofsted-registered childcare) 

· Accommodation costs, for those who have to study further than the maximum distance from home. 

· Essential course-related equipment, materials and field trips 

· Travel costs (for over 18’s) 

Colleges and sixth forms will take into account whether there are alternative sources to help available.   
Who is eligible? 
· To be 16 or over 
· Have been accepted onto and be studying a programme of learning funded by the Young People’s Learning Agency.  
Colleges determine priority groups and maximum amounts they award.  The focus of funds are for financially disadvantaged people aged over 19, who need support in areas such as childcare, transport, books and equipment.  To find out more speak to your Student Support or Welfare Officer or contact the Learner Support helpline on 0800 121 8989 .  If you’re in sixth form, get in touch with your tutor or the student awards or student support officer.  You may be expected to provide proof of income or expenditure when you apply.  
What concessionary fares, discounts, subsidies, passes or travel cards are available for students aged 16–19 and who provides them?

Students who received transport to school as part of their Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) transferring to appropriate full time further education will continue to receive free transport from the LA provided that they were previously eligible. SEN Transport is currently withdrawn prior to the student’s 21st birthday.

The LA provides no other post-16 transport assistance. However, a number of colleges offer some form of assistance, details of current arrangements are provided below:

Salford City College

Some of the routes travel between the three centres.

Please contact the college for further information.

 Eccles Centre:

· 8 buses are provided, 2 are contracted from Chesters and  from First by the TfGM and 2 buses are contracted by the centre.  These are timed to arrive before 9.00am and to depart  as follows :- 992 Mon & Fri 15 55 and on Tues, Weds and Thurs at 17 00 – 994 Mon & Fri at 16 30 and on Tues, Wed and Thurs at 17 10  - 995 Mon & Fri 16 29 and on Tues, Wed and Thurs at 17 09 - 996 on  Mon & Fri depart at 16 45 and on Tues, Weds and Thurs depart at 17 15 – 997 Mon & Fri at 15 57 amd on Mon, Wed and Thurs at 17 02 – 998 Mon & Fri at 16 12 and on Tues, Wed and Thurs at 17 17.  The routes operated are:
	Bus No. 
	Route

	995
	Tyldesley – Boothstown – Worsley – Monton Green – Eccles Centre 

	992
	Walkden – Boothstown – Ellesmere Park – Eccles Centre 

	994
	Little Hulton – Walkden – Monton Green – Eccles Centre 

	966
	Cadishead – Peel Green – Monton Green – Eccles Centre 

	Contracted by the College
	Bolton – Farnworth- Kearley- Swinton – Eccles College 

	Contracted by the College
	Chorlton – Stretford – Flixton – Patricroft – Eccles Centre 

	998
	Atherton – Boothstown – Worsley – Eccles Centre 

	997
	Harper Green – Farnworth – Kearsley – Clifton – Pendlebury – Ellesmere Park – Eccles Green. 


The charge per journey is half the adult fare as long as students have a Scholars Concessionary Permit.

Pendleton Centre/ De La Salle Centre:

10 buses per day are contracted out to two local bus companies.  The services are heavily subsidised by the centre. The routes operated are: 

Astley via Leigh – Culcheth -  Glazebury -  Cadishead -  Irlam - Peel Green to De La Salle (bus stop at Oasis Academy) and Pendleton Centre


Cadishead via Irlam & Peel Green - De La Salle and Pendleton 

Atherton via Tyldesley - Mosley Common – Boothstown- to De La Salle and Pendleton Centres (2 vehicles)
Westhoughton via Farnworth – Kearsley – Pendlebury - De La Salle and Pendleton Centres (2 vehicles)  

Sale Moor via Northenden - West Didsbury – Chorlton - Whalley Range - De La Salle and Pendleton Centres

Middleton via Heaton Park – Prestwich – Agecroft - Pendlebury & Irlams o’th Height - Pendleton and De La Salle Centres

Stretford via Urmston – Flixton -  Davyhulme -The Trafford Centre – Barton -  Patricroft  -  Eccles - De La Salle and Pendleton Centres

Partington via Carrington – Flixton – Davyhulme - The Trafford Centre – Barton -  Patricroft  -Eccles to De La Salle and Pendleton Centres
Please note that the afternoon route is operated slightly differently due to heavier traffic conditions for two of the above routes as follows;

Astley via Leigh – Culcheth -  Glazebury -  Cadishead -  Irlam - Peel Green to De La Salle (bus stop at Oasis Academy) and Pendleton Centre returns via Swinton -  Boothstown - Mosley Common -  Tyldesley -  Astley – Leigh

Cadishead via Irlam & Peel Green - De La Salle and Pendleton returns via Peel Green-  Irlam -  Cadishead -  Glazebury  -  Culcheth

The buses arrive at the centre by 9.00am and depart around 4.40pm for the return journeys. The charge per journey is half the adult fare for all services. 

The centre pays the bus fares for Asylum Seekers; this is usually in the form of the £45.00 per month First Bus ticket. 

The centre provides transport by arrangement for students with certain learning difficulties and disability normally the use of taxis to travel to and from college. 

Salford Centre, Worsley/City:

Several of the above routes drop off and pick up close to the Worsley Campus

· Salford Centre provides free transport between City Campus and Worsley Campus for students where necessary.

· The centre provides transport via the Learner Support Fund where there are exceptional circumstances for students who require travel by train or cannot access the TfGM scholars permit.'
· The centre also organises the use of local Ring ‘n Ride for learners.  This is free for holders of disabled persons free travel passes.

· Transport is also provided for learners engaged in offsite centre activities.

The above arrangements may be subject to change and therefore students should contact the college for further information.

For more information on TfGM Contracted Bus Sites you can you access the TfGM  Website www.tfgm.com School Services which links into College Services.  

Salford City Academy 

Bus number 993, which runs in each direction at the start of and at the end of the school day. 

Ordsall – Weaste – Salford City Academy 

The bus arrives at 08 25am and leaves at  15 10pm Mon to Fri 14 40pm on Fridays, 15 30pm on Tuesday and Thursday and 16 10pm on Mondays and Wednesday. The charge per journey is half the adult fare  providing the student holds a TfGM Scholar’s Permit.

Also, Number 10 runs between Manchester, Salford Royal, Eccles and Brookhouse and runs past Salford City Academy Sixth Form, every 12 minutes during the day.  

Irlam and Cadishead Community High School 

There is a  numbered 67 bus service.

· Depart 7.40 and 07 54am -Eccles Interchange – Peel Green – Clarendon Road in the morning 

· Depart 3pm - Irlam and Cadishead High School Turning Circle – Peel Green 

· Depart 08 03 – Cadishead, Glaze Estate to Irlam Clarendon Road

· Depart 3.01pm Clarendon Road – Cadishead, Glaze Estate
OasisMediaCityUK Academy 

Bus No.
Journey


Timings 

71

Ordsall District Centre
07 47

993 

Ordsall District Centre
07 52 

67

Cadishead-Manchester
Starts 05:27, few early journeys, then every 10 

minutes through out the day. 


Manchester-Cadishead
Starts, 05:19, few early journeys, then from 06:35 







every 10 minutes through out the day. 
100

Warrington-Manchester
From Irlam: Every 30 minutes from 06:22.  From 







Trafford Centre: Every 10 minutes from 06:51 



Manchester-Warrington
To Irlam: Every 30 minutes from 06:10. To 







Trafford Centre: Every 10 minutes from 06:10. 
The charge per journey is half the adult fare providing the student holds a TfGM Scholar’s Permit.

The school also operates a free yellow bus in the morning and afternoon and you can contact the school for further information but a summary of the route is as follows:- 

Depart Station Road Swinton (St Marks Church)
07:32 
Arrive Oasis Eccles Old Road (Lower Gates)

07:40 

Depart Ordsall Lane (Opposite N.G. Bailey)

08:09 

Arrive Oasis Eccles Old Road 



08:30

Depart Oasis (Eccles Old Road Lower Gates)

15:07 

Arrive Ordsall Lane (opposite N.G. Bailey)

15:18 

Depart Oasis (Eccles Old Rd, Opp Buile Hill Park)
15:28

Arrive Station Road (Opposite St Marks Church)
15:37 

TfGM Scholar’s Concessionary Permit
Students aged 16 to 19, permanently resident in Greater Manchester and in full time education are eligible to apply for a TfGM Scholar’s Concessionary Permit. This permit will allow travel at the concessionary half fare for journeys on buses within Greater Manchester and approximately half fare on trains and Metrolink trams. This permit will indicate a specified journey between the student’s home and place of education and is only valid Mondays to Fridays before 9.00 pm for this specified journey.

The cost of the permit is £5.00 and students must apply to TfGM Travelshops situated in main bus stations. Application forms are available from schools and colleges, TfGM Travelshops and by post from TfGM (Telephone: 0161-244-1050, Textphone: 0161-244-1299) . In the event of the pass being lost, all replacements can be purchased at a cost of £5.00. 

System One Young Person’s Bus Saver Travelcard
Anyone between ages 16 and 21 can purchase a System One Young Person’s weekly Bus Server  7 ticket which allows seven consecutive days travel on the majority of buses for journeys anywhere within Greater Manchester. The ticket costs £14.25 per week. Users must have a Young Person’s Travel Club membership card. Membership of the club is free and students can join at any TfGM Travelshop. Holders of a valid membership card can then purchase the System One Young Person’s Bus Saver 7 from TfGM Travelshops. 

System One Young Person’s Monthly Bus Saver / Annual Bus Saver

Also available is the System One Young Person’s 28 Day Bus Saver , which costs £51.00, and is valid for travel on the majority of buses for journeys within Greater Manchester for 28 days, or the System One Young Person’s Annual Bus Saver, which costs £530.00 [only available from TfGM Travelshops], and is valid for travel on the majority of buses for journeys within Greater Manchester for one year. 

Students between the ages of 21 and 26 and in full time education can purchase the System One Young Person’s ticket on production of a valid full-time student card.

When can I use the concessionary fares?

Students with a TfGM Scholars Concessionary Permit are entitled to travel at the concessionary half fare on the journey specified between home and school / college. Journeys must be completed by 9.00 pm. The permit may be used at other times or between other places for curriculum related studies, work experience or job training, and for medical appointments during college hours, provided that a variance voucher is obtained from the college. The variance voucher must be shown when the fare is paid; failure to produce a valid voucher will result in the full fare being charged.

Holders of the System One range of bus tickets can travel at all times up to 4am throughout the period of the validity of the ticket, but not valid on night services where premium fare is charged.
There are some restrictions on the validity of the Disabled Persons National Travel Pass  for bus journeys.  Before 9.30am pass holders must pay the concessionary  half fare in Greater Manchester and the full Adult Fare outside Greater Manchester.  Travel is free from 9.30am to 11pm.

Students can travel on local trains and Metrolink trams at approximately half the adult fare before 9.30 am on Mondays to Fridays and for free after 9.30 am and all day Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays.  

There are some restrictions on the validity of the Disabled Persons National Concessionary Plus Pass.  Holders can use their pass to travel free at all times on buses within Greater Manchester and free between 9.30am and 11pm Monday to Friday and all day at weekends and on Public Holidays, outside of Greater Manchester.  Holders may also travel for free on all Metrolink and on local trains within Greater Manchester at any time.  
What if I reach 19 years of age whilst continuing on a course?

Currently students, in receipt of EMAs, are entitled to up to three years (9 terms) of support. Learners who were income assessed and have been paid EMA during the 2008/09 academic year do not need to re-apply. The EMA Guarantee means that they will be eligible for support at the same level until the end of the academic year in which they

turn 19.  Learners who received an EMA payment during 2008/09 will automatically receive a continuing entitlement letter and an EMA Agreement.

Students up to the age of 26 and in full time education can purchase a System One Young Person’s Monthly Bus Saver ticket.. Full details are given above 

Students who received transport to school as part of their Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) transferring to appropriate full time further education will continue to receive free transport from the LA, provided that they were previously eligible, up until their 21st birthday.

Is there some form of assessment to see if I am eligible for support? eg, means testing or must I be on benefits?

In addition to the Education Maintenance Allowance scheme, some support is available from the colleges’ Learner Support Funds / Hardship Funds.  Further information of schemes operated by the colleges is available from each college.

What help do you provide for students with disabilities and/or learning difficulties or facing other difficulties in following their courses?

Students who received transport to school as part of their Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) transferring to appropriate full time further education will continue to receive free transport from the LA provided that they were previously eligible. At the present time, transport is withdrawn prior to the student’s 21st birthday. A number of colleges also provide assistance to students with learning / physical difficulties.

Students who require additional support because of disabilities and / or learning difficulties should initially contact the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator at their school or college. Pupils with Statements of SEN can also contact the Local Authority Passenger Transport Unit  (Telephone: 0161 778 0245 or 0161 778 0248) for advice. 
In addition, the TfGM issue both the National Travel Passes for Disabled People and National Travel Concession Plus Pass for Disabled People to students with disabilities, details of these are given below: 

National Travel Pass for Disabled People 
Students of any age with a disability may be entitled to a National Travel Pass for Disabled People if they reside permanently in Greater Manchester and have one of the following disabilities:

· severe walking difficulties

· are registered partially sighted

· profoundly or severely deaf

· have been, or would be refused a driving licence on medical grounds

Students should initially contact TfGM’s Travel Concessions Department who will advise on how to obtain a free pass (Telephone: 0161 244 1050)

A National Travel Pass for Disabled People entitles students to travel on any bus within the Greater Manchester bus boundary area for free between 9.30 am and 7pm Monday to Friday, and all day at weekends and bank holidays. Before 9.30 am Monday to Friday, you will travel for half the full adult fare for the whole journey.
Holders of this pass may also travel to or from places in Cheshire, Derbyshire, Lancashire, Merseyside and West Yorkshire for half the Adult fare before 9.30am. Listed below are the furthest places you can travel to or from for half fare. If your journey takes you beyond these places, you must pay the full adult fare for the whole journey.

The town centres of: Hadfield, Glossop, Hayfield, Tideswell, Buxton, Macclesfield, Knutsford, Warrington, Prescot, Ormskirk, Leyland, Blackburn, Accrington, Rawtenstall, Bacup, Portsmouth [West Yorkshire], Hebden Bridge, Halifax and Huddersfield.

Holders of the National Travel Pass for Disabled People may travel for free on all local buses throughout England, between 9.30am and 11pm Monday to Friday and all day at weekends and on public holidays. 
On local trains and Metrolink trams with the National Travel Pass for Disabled People, you will travel free between 9.30 am and midnight Monday to Friday, and all days at weekends and bank holidays. Before 9.30 am Monday to Friday, you will travel for half the full adult fare.
National Travel Concession Plus Pass 

Students of any age permanently resident in Greater Manchester, with one of the following disabilities, may be entitled to a National Travel Concession Plus Pass:

· registered blind with the local authority

· profoundly deaf and cannot speak or have limited speech that is difficult to understand.
· Cannot talk 

· without the use of both arms

· have learning difficulties

· have been, or would be refused a driving licence on the grounds that they have a severe and long-term mental health problem

Students should initially contact TfGM’s Travel Concessions Department who will advise on how to obtain a free pass (Telephone: 0161-244 1050). 

The free travel pass provides free travel at any time on buses, trains and Metrolink for all journeys that begin and end in Greater Manchester and for half fare when travelling by bus between Greater Manchester and selected towns (as above) in Cheshire, Derbyshire, Lancashire, Merseyside, and West Yorkshire before 9.30am.  After 9.30am holders may travel for free on local buses, throughout the rest of England until 11pm Monday to Friday and all day at weekends and on public holidays.   

Do you provide mobility/ independence training for students who face difficulty with transport?

The Salford Partnership has appointed an Independent Travel Co-ordinator (ITC) who will be in post in September 2006. The ITC will look to promote and implement an independent travel programme for pupils/students attending schools and FE colleges (14-19 years of age) with special educational needs in order to develop their independent life skills needed to travel independently on public transport services. 

When should I  apply for transport support?

Education Maintenance Allowance 

Application forms should be returned to the Assessment and Payment Body as soon as possible after April each year.  

LA Transport Provision

Those students with SEN who received transport provision up to year 11, who are transferring to a new school / college and who will continue to need transport provision post 16, should apply to the Commissioning (SEN Team)  in the summer term prior to starting in the autumn term.

TfGM Bus Cards and Permits and National Travel Passes for Disabled People
Students should wait until they have accepted a definite place on a course before applying for the Scholars Concessionary Permit. They then need to ask their school/college to endorse their application before applying at TfGMTravelshops, situated in main bus stations.

For the System One Bus Saver Ticket students should apply for System One Travel club membership at their local Travel Shop a couple of weeks prior to starting college. Once the club card has been issued, weekly, monthly or annual tickets can be purchased as required from their local TfGM travelshop, Post Office or Pay Points.

In those colleges acting as agents for selling these tickets, there should be information included with the induction pack supplied by the college.

To apply for a National Travel Pass for Disabled People you need to get an application from a TfGM Travel Shop.  To apply for a National Travel Concessionary Plus Pass, you need to contact TfGM Travel Concessions Team.
What transport help can I get if I need to travel to a course that is beyond the LA area?

The Education Maintenance Allowance is available to all eligible Salford students in the correct age group, enrolled on any full-time course (over 12 hours per week) at any school sixth form or college offering recognised courses. There is no restriction on study in Salford. 

LA Transport provision is available to students on courses outside Salford, provided this is the nearest suitable course.

TfGM Bus Cards and Permits are available to all students for travel throughout Greater Manchester. A detailed map of routes covered is contained in leaflets available from TfGM.
What if I attend a further education institution, which is beyond daily travelling distance, and I need to stay away?

Students attending specialist courses outside Greater Manchester (e.g. Residential Agricultural Colleges) may wish to be considered for a residential place, rather than travel on a daily basis. Such specialist colleges are able to offer a greater level of support from their Learner Support Funds, or through a new system of Residential Grants being developed with the Learning and Skills Council. Students should contact the college providing the course in the first instance.  

Additional Information: 
· www.walkit.com  : The urban walking route planner  - get a route map between any two points, including your journey time, calorie burn, step count and carbon saving.  It’s quick, free, healthy and green. 

· www.cyclegm.org : Whether you’re new to cycling or simply want some new routes to explore, the CycleGM website is for you.  We’ll help you get started, choose the right bike, join in local cycling event and even plan your next ride.  
Contacts

Education  Maintenance Allowances

Address:
EMA Assessment and Payment Body

          
           Freepost NAT11897


   
Darlington, DL1 1BR 

Phone:
0808 10 16219

Email:

ema.dfes.gov.uk


Website:
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/financialhelp/ema

LA Transport   
Address:
Targeted Services SEN Team 


Children’s Services Directorate 


Unity House 



Chorley Road 



Swinton 



M27 5DA 

Contact:
Daphne Downing
Phone:
0161 788 0248
Email:

daphne.downing@salford.gov.uk 
Independent Travel Co-ordinator 
Address:
Chatsworth Road 



Eccles, 



Manchester 



M30 9FJ 

Contact:
Lynda Buckley 

Phone:
0161 922 7348
Email:

Lynda.buckley@salford.gov.uk 
Salford City College - Eccles Campus
Address:
Chatsworth Road,

Eccles,









Manchester,









M30 9FJ

Contact:
Paul Brown
Phone:
0161 789 5876

Email:

Paul.Brown@salfordcc.ac.uk
Website:
http://www.ecclescollege.ac.uk
Salford City College - Pendleton Campus
Address:
Dronfield Road,
Salford,
M6 7FR

Contact:
Kimberley Burns
Phone:
0161 736 5074

Email:
Kimberley.burns@pendcoll.ac.uk
Website:
 www.pendletoncollege.ac.uk
Salford City College - Salford Campus
Address:
Worsley Campus,

Walkden Road,

Worsley, 

M28 7QD

Contact:
Barbara Weilding

Phone:
0161 211 5054

Email:

Barbara.wielding@salford-col.ac.uk 

Website:
http://www.salford-col.ac.uk
Salford City Academy – Sixth Form 
Address:
Northfleet Road 



Peel Green 



Eccles 



Manchester 



M30 7PQ 

Contact:
Matt Bold, Assistant Principal (Sixth Form) 

Phone:
0161-789-5359 

Email:

Matt.bold@salfordcity-academy.org 

Website:
www.salfordcity-academy.org
OasisMediaCityUK Academy – Sixth Form
Address:
Prestwood Road 



Salford 



M6 8GG 

Contact:
Patrick Rice, Director of Sixth Form 

Phone:
0161-736-2637 

Email:

patrick.rice@oasisacademycityuk.org
Website:
www.oasisacademymediacityuk.org

Irlam and Cadishead High School – Sixth Form 
Address:
MacDonald Road 



Irlam 



M44 5LH 

Contact:
John Ashcroft, Assistant Headteacher 

Phone :
0161-775-5525

Email:

John.ashcroft@salford.gov.uk 

Website:

Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM)

Travel shops in Manchester Shudehill Interchange, Leigh Bus Station, Bolton Bus Station,  Bury Interchange or Eccles Interchange.

Address;  Travel Concessions 


      Customer Services 

                 PO Box 429 

                 Manchester, M60 1HX 

Traveline Public Transport Information 0871 200 22 33 (calls cost 10p a minute for landlines)

Information about concessionary fares for people with disabilities:
0161 244 1050

Website:




www.tfgm.com
Information about public transport, school, college and positive activities: Website:  www.goto.org.uk
Connexions Service

Address:
Connexions Salford
2 Paddington Close
Salford
M6 5PL

Contact:
Les Tandy, Team Manager

Phone: 
0161 743 0163

Email:  
Les.Tandy@careers-solutions.co.uk
Website:  
www.connexions-salford.com
14-19 Prospectus and Common Application Process 
Address:
Children’s Services Directorate


Unity House 



Chorley Road 



Swinton 



M27 5DA 

Contact:
Jack Loughlin, 14-19 Information Manager 

Phone:
0161-778-0463

Email:

Jack.loughlin@salford.gov.uk 

Website:
www.mycoursemyfuture.com/salford
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