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RIDING ESTABLISHMENT ACTS, 1964 AND 1970

This form should be filled in and forwarded by the applicant to the:

Environment and Commnuity Safety Directorate, Turnpike House, 631 Eccles New Road, Salford, M50 1SW

APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A LICENCE AUTHORISING THE KEEPING OF A RIDING ESTABLISHMENT AT PREMISES IN THE AREA OF THE COUNCIL

I/WE*  ……………………………………………………………………………………………..

carrying on a business under the name of   ………………………………………………..

being *(over the age of 18 years) *(a body corporate) and not for the time being a person(persons) disqualified from keeping a riding establishment, keeping a dog or a pet shop, from having the custody of animals or from keeping a boarding establishment for animals, 

HEREBY APPLY for a licence under the above-mentioned Acts authorising *me/us to keep a riding establishment on premises *(proposed to be) occupied by *me/us.

at   ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
I/WE* Require the licence to operate from the…………….day  of……………………2……

**
A remittance of £161.95 is enclosed for the licensing fee. (Cheques should   be made payable to “Salford City Council)

	Signature(s) of Applicant(s)
	…………………………………………………

…………………………………………………



	Address (if other than above)
	…………………………………………………

…………………………………………………


Date  ……………………………………….
*
Delete as appropriate

**
The remittance of £158.00 does not include veterinary surgeons fee which you will also be required to pay at a later date

NOTES

RIDING ESTABLISHMENT ACTS, 1964 AND 1970

The Animal Welfare Act 2006 consolidates much existing animal health and welfare legislation and provides new powers to deal with animal welfare matters. The Act came into effect on the 6th April 2007 and for the Environment Directorate the key new power is the duty of care that will be placed on owners and keepers of animals and ability for Salford City Council to deal with behaviour likely to cause unnecessary suffering rather than having to wait until we can show animals have suffered.

1.
No person shall keep a riding establishment except under the authority of a licence granted in accordance with the provisions of this Act.  The Act defines the “keeping of a riding establishment” as the carrying on of a business of keeping horses for either or both of the following purposes, that is to say, the purpose of their being let out on hire for riding or the purpose of their being used in providing, in return for payment, instruction in riding.  For the purposes of the Act a person keeping a riding stable is taken as keeping it at the premises where the horses employed for the purpose of the business concerned are kept.  “Horse” includes any ass or mule.

2.
Every local authority may, on application being made to them for that purpose by a person who is an individual over the age of eighteen years or a body corporate, being a person who is not for the time being disqualified:-


(a)
under this Act from keeping a riding establishment;*  or

(b)
under the protection of Animals (Cruelty to Dogs) Act 1933, from keeping a dog;  or

(c)
under the protection of Animals (Cruelty to Dogs)(Scotland) Act 1934, from keeping a dog; or


(d)
under the Pet Animals Act 1951, from keeping a pet shop;  or

(e)
under the protection of Animals (Amendment) Act 1954, from having the custody of animals; or

(f)
under the Animal Boarding Establishments Act 1963 from keeping a boarding establishment for animals;

and (grant on payment of such fee as may be determined by the local authority)* a licence to that person to keep a riding establishment at such premises in their area as may be specified in the application and subject to compliance with such conditions as may be specified in the licence.

3.
Where an application for the grant of a licence for the keeping of a riding establishment at any premises is made to a local authority, they shall not proceed to a decision in the matter unless they have received and considered a report by a veterinary surgeon or veterinary practitioner authorised by them to carry out inspections under the next following section of an inspection of the premises carried out by him within the period of twelve months immediately preceding the date on which the application is received by the local authority or on or after that date, being a report containing such particulars as in their view enable them to determine whether the premises re suitable for the keeping thereat of a riding establishment, and describing the condition of the premises and of any horses found thereon or anything thereat.

*
See Application Form

4.
In determining whether to grant a licence for the keeping of a riding establishment by any person at any premises a local authority shall in particular (but without prejudice to their discretion to withhold a licence on any grounds) have regard to:-

(a)
whether that person appears to them to be suitable and qualified, either by experience in the management of horses or by being the holder of an approved certificate or by employing in the managing of the riding establishment a person so qualified, to be the holder of such a licence;  and the need for securing;

(b)
that paramount consideration will be given to the condition of horses and that they will be maintained in good health, and in all respects physically fit and that, in the case of a horse kept for the purpose of its being let out on hire for riding or a horse kept for the purpose of its being used in providing instruction in riding, the horse will be suitable for the purpose for which it is kept;

(c)
that the feet of all animals are properly trimmed and that, if shod, their shoes are properly fitted and in good condition;

(d)
that there will be available at all times, accommodation for horses suitable as respects construction, size, number of occupants, lighting, ventilation, drainage and cleanliness and that these requirements be complied with not only in the case of new buildings but also in the case of buildings converted for use as stabling;

(e)
that in the case of horses maintained at grass there will be available for them at all time during which they are so maintained adequate pasture and shelter and water and that supplementary feeds will be provided as and when required;

(f)
that horses will be adequately supplied with suitable food, drink and (except in the case of horses maintained at grass, so long as they are so maintained) bedding material, and will be adequately exercised, groomed and rested and visited at suitable intervals;

(g)
that all reasonable precautions will be taken to prevent and control the spread among horses of infectious or contagious diseases and that veterinary first aid equipment and medicines shall be provided and maintained in the premises;

(h)
that appropriate steps will be taken for the protection and extrication of horses in the case of fire and, in particular, that the name, address and telephone number of the licence holder or some other responsible person will be kept displayed in a prominent position on the outside of the premises and that instructions as to action to be taken in the event of  fire, with particular regard to the extrication of horses, will be kept displayed in a prominent position on the outside of the premises.

(i)
that adequate accommodation will be provided for forage, bedding, stable equipment and saddlery;

(j)
a horse found in inspection of the premises by an authorised officer to be in need of veterinary attention shall not be returned to work until the holder of the licence has obtained at his own expense and has lodged with the local authority a veterinary certificate that the horse is fit for work;

 (k)
no horse will be let out on hire for riding or used for providing instruction in riding without supervision by a responsible person of the age of 16 years or over unless (in the case of a horse let out for hire for riding) the holder of the licence is satisfied that the hirer of the horse is competent to ride without supervision;

(l)
the carrying on of the business of a riding establishment shall at no time be left in the charge of any person under 16 years of age;

(m)
the licence holder shall hold a current insurance policy which insures him against liability for any injury sustained by those who hire a horse from him for riding and those who use a horse in the course of receiving from him, in return for payment, instruction in riding and arising out of the hire or use of a horse as aforesaid and which also insures such persons in respect of any liability which may be incurred by them in respect if injury to any person caused by, or arising out of, the hire or use of a horse as aforesaid;

(n)
a register shall be kept by the licence holder of all horses in his possession aged three years and under and usually kept on the premise which shall be available for inspection by an authorised officer at all reasonable times.

5.
Any such licence shall (according to the applicant’s requirements) relate to the year in which it is granted or to the next following year.  In the former case, the licence shall come into force at the beginning of the day on which it is granted, and in the latter case it shall come into force at the beginning of the next following year.

6. Subject to the provision of the Acts with respect to cancellation, any such licence shall remain in force for one year beginning with the day on which it comes into force and shall then expire.
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