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Salford Museum and Art Gallery

Lark Hill Live!

Thank you for booking Lark Hill Live!  This session lasts approximately one and a half hours and is led by museum facilitators.
We want to make sure that you get the most from your visit to Salford Museum and Art Gallery, and so this pack contains practical information that you might find useful and some suggestions for both pre and post visit activities.
We are now offering teachers the chance to come to the museum before their visit if they need to complete their own risk assessments or speak to a member of staff about the session. These will be held on the first Wednesday of every month between 4pm and 5pm and must be booked. 
To book a place please call 0161 778 0820/0821. 
Your Visit
We aim to bring the street to life for the children by introducing them to the colourful characters of Lark Hill Place, recreating the ambience of Victorian times.
You will be greeted at the entrance by our costumed guides who will talk about Victorian  life and help your students discover what it was really like to be a Victorian.  Sessions have been designed to be structured yet informal and relaxed, so that the children have lots of opportunities to ask questions and interact with the guides.  
Depending on numbers, the children will be divided into two or three different groups for the session and alternate between tours of Lark Hill Place and a Victorian washday demonstration.
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Practical Information

Salford Museum and Art Gallery has a ramp to the main entrance and a lift to all floors.  Toilets are all on the ground floor (including an accessible toilet).  You can access the accessible toilet with a RADAR key, available from Reception on the ground floor.

Due to the nature of the exhibit, light levels in Lark Hill Place are low and there are various small obstructions including kerb stones, cobbles, carriages, post boxes and lamp posts.   Occasionally, light levels in the galleries are also reduced to conserve delicate exhibits.

If you intend to stay for lunch, please let us know so that we make sure the school room is ready for you and no-one else is using it. It may also be an idea to consider Peel Park, directly behind the Museum, as a picnic spot or play area when the weather is fine.

There is a well stocked shop selling everything from pencils, postcards and books to prints at affordable prices for school children (many items 50p).  We can also provide goody bags for your group at a cost of £1 each.  These do need to be ordered in advance, so please ring 0161 778 0821 if you would like to order them.
There are facilities for coaches to park directly outside the museum

Code of Conduct

To ensure that all our visitors have an enjoyable and safe time at Salford Museum and Art Gallery we respectfully ask that all group leaders follow the Code of Conduct.

· Please accompany pupils at all times throughout your visit – including time in the shop and toilets.

· Please remember that your group members remain your responsibility at all times, and in every part of the museum

· You may take photographs while you are in Lark Hill Place.  Please note that photography is not permitted in any other gallery at any time.

· Please use shared spaces with consideration for others.
· We ask that you put all rubbish in the bins if you are using the lunch room.  We provide a box for recyclable materials.
· Please remind your group members of the following guidelines: please do not run in the museum, please do not touch any paintings or climb on to any exhibit.

Please ensure that there is a minimum of 1 helper for every 10 children, but 3 helpers per 20 students is preferable as a minimum.

Ideas for pre-visit activities
Lark Hill Place is made up of original Victorian fixtures and fittings. With this in mind, objects must be treated with care. It may be useful to discuss the concept of a Museum with children before the visit. 

Activity 1 - Caring for precious toys
Using toys brought in by children or teachers, or one of our free object handling boxes lead a discussion encouraging children to describe the toys, ways of caring for them, why they should be cared for so well and how, as objects age, they must be cared for more. Introduce the idea of ‘old’ and ‘new’ toys and who children might talk to about ‘old’ toys (parents, grandparents and older siblings for example).
Example: A teacher brings in a teddy bear in from his/her youth. Children could be asked if they have something similar and the teacher could explain to the children that this teddy bear is from when they were the same age as the children, and that it is precious not because it is worth a lot of money but because of the happy memories it stirs up. Children could then be given the opportunity to hold the bear if they agree to care for it correctly.
Activity 2 – ‘Who were the Victorians?’

It may be useful for the children to have some knowledge of life in Victorian times before they come to the museum. The following activity sheet, ‘Who were the Victorians?’ could be used as a worksheet completed by each child individually or used as part of a whole class activity to introduce the topic.

Activity 3 – The Lark Hill Place Game

Play our game online here:

http://services.salford.gov.uk/larkhillplace/

This will introduce the students to some of the Lark Hill Place shops, and the things they sell.  The Lark Hill Place Game also makes a great post-visit activity.  
There are more post-visit activity ideas at the back of the pack.
Who were the Victorians?
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Background Information on Lark Hill Place

The street is set at the turn of the last century, in Victorian times, although many of the items are older to show development over time. The ambience is set at teatime on a winter’s evening when the street gas lamps have just been lit.

Shops and Houses in Lark Hill Place

Mathew Tomlinson’s General Store - a typical ‘corner shop’ selling food, household items and sweets. 

The Music Shop sells a wide range of musical instruments including a harp, a reed organ, musical boxes and a pianola. 

The Printers is shown as the publisher of the local weekly newspaper ‘The Salford Reporter’ which passed out of family ownership in 1948.  

Henry Radcliffe’s Toy Shop - Marvel at the traditional Victorian toys, including a dapple-grey rocking horse, hand puppets, and games such as the diablo, yo-yo, whips and hoops.

The Blue Lion Pub is a corner pub, which has been reconstructed from a number of local ones.  A notice indicates that only those over 13 will be served!
John Hamer, Chemist and Druggist  - Come and view a magical den of potions, jars and curiosities used to make medicines.

Artisan’s Cottage - A small living room where a whole family washed, cooked and ate, with a single bedroom above reached by a plank ladder.  

The Victorian Room - Inside this house is furnished with all the clutter of a Victorian middle-class family. 

William Bracegirdle, Blacksmith and Wheelwright - The forge was used to make iron parts for wagons and carts, craftsmen’s tools and horseshoes. 

Louisa Greenhalgh, Dressmaker and Haberdasher - There are a number of feathered hats, beaded necklaces and purses, and a parasol made out of lace.  

James Critchley, Clogger - Look out for the long-toed boots with wooden soles, 20inches (5lcm) long, and would have been used for dancing.  You can see a picture in the window of a dancer wearing similar shoes.
Other things to see in the Museum

The Victorian Gallery

The spectacular Victorian Gallery offers a huge variety of paintings, sculptures, furniture and pottery.  There is the opportunity to explore the splendours of the gallery, including the rich variety of techniques and subject matter in the paintings and sculptures.  Many of the paintings depict Victorian life or could spark off creative stories and interpretations.
For information about some of the paintings and ideas for activities, download our Victorian Gallery resource pack here:

http://www.salford.gov.uk/self-guided-visits.htm
Temporary Exhibitions

With four temporary exhibition spaces, there is always a new or interesting exhibition to see.  Our lively programme showcases the work of contemporary artists, offers hands-on opportunities and explores everything from arts and crafts to social and local history.

Contact the gallery for details of exhibitions at your time of visit – there may be something of interest to your school! 
You can also find out about our temporary exhibitions programme here:

http://www.salford.gov.uk/exhibitions.htm
Ideas for post-visit activities
…and then I turned around and the class was gone!

Why not discuss the idea of travelling back in time to Victorian times. How would you feel if you were all alone on the street? Children could then be asked to write a story about their adventure back in time to Lark Hill Place. 

Loan Boxes

Salford Museum offers a variety of loan boxes, available free of charge for up to two weeks. Those most appropriate as a follow up to this session may be the Victorian Domestic Life box or one of the two Victorian Children boxes. As a follow up activity which fits in with the Activity concerning ‘old’ and ‘new’ toys, it might be an idea to consider borrowing the ‘Toys Through Time’ or ‘Victorian Toys’ box and use these to carry out some comparison activities with the children, encouraging the use of adjectives to categorise the toys. Comparisons could be made between old and new toys regarding design, materials etc. Consolidation of children’s learning could be achieved through the compilation of a book to describe all the toys. 
There are similar activities on the Standards website relating to other loan boxes: http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/history/?view=get
For more information or to book a loan box please call 0161 778 0821.

Peg Doll
Peg dolls are really simple to make and would be a brilliant reminder of the ‘Washday’ session.  Dolly pegs are available from many good internet craft websites, or often from traditional markets or ironmongers.
Clothe the peg using a circular scrap of fabric with a hole in the middle.
Add arms by wrapping a pipe cleaner round the peg.
Draw a face on to the peg, and add ‘hair’ made from wool or string.
In Victorian times there wasn’t any electricity. The only way people had of lighting or heating their houses was by lighting a fire using coal as fuel. 





Because there wasn’t any electricity people didn’t have televisions or computers to play on. 





What would you do for fun if there were no televisions or computers?





Playing musical instruments was a common thing to do to entertain each other in Victorian times but only rich people could afford musical instruments. 





This was the same for children’s toys – poor people couldn’t really afford to buy toys so poor Victorian children had to make their own toys to play with. Can you imagine if you had to make all your toys yourself? 





Would those toys be as good as the toys that you have at home?





What material are most of your toys made of at home?





Victorians didn’t have plastic, so all the toys in a Victorian child’s toy box would be made from natural materials: wood, glass, fabric and metal.





What is this man doing? 





He is a coal miner. This was a very common job in Victorian times and lots of men and boys went underground into the coal pits to collect coal so that it could be used for fires. This job was very dangerous and made the workers very dirty. There were lots of coal mines in and around Salford during the Victorian times.





Do you know what colour coal is?








  Who is this?





Queen Victoria reigned between 1837 and 1901 – over 100 years ago! We call the people who lived in those times the Victorians.





Lots of things changed during this time in Britain like the jobs people do and things people do to enjoy themselves.








Learning Objectives of the Lark Hill Live Session





By the end of the session learners will: 





have met and interacted with characters from Victorian times;


be able to identify differences between ways of life at different times 


(ref. History NC KS1);


be able to ask and answer questions about the past. (ref. History NC KS1)











