[image: image1.jpg]Salford City Council




Neighbourhood Community Priorities   


	Neighbourhood
	WORSLEY AND BOOTHSTOWN


	Community Priorities (based on the issues, include physical priorities for development. Priorities to be agreed with community committee, discussed at NPB)



	· Tackling environmental issues including standards of streetscene maintenance and improving greenspaces and parks.

	· Preventing and improving levels of crime and anti-social behaviour.  

	· Securing improvements to poor levels, routes and timings of public transport.

	· Improving the area’s highways infrastructure and road safety.  Reducing congestion and improving air quality.

	· Improving the health and well-being of the local community

	· Improving facilities and provision for children, young people and families.

	· Improving facilities and provision for the elderly community.  Reducing social isolation.

	· Maximising the levels of public access to the area’s community facilities.

	· Progressing issues which enhance the local quality of life.

	· Securing investment and improving involvement in the area’s internationally important heritage assets.

	· Maximising the skills and connectivity of the local community (for all age groups) in respect of information technology.

	· Widening, deepening and supporting levels of community participation.

	Description of Priorities: What the data and results of the engagement say about the priorities in the neighbourhood. There does not have to be a link between corporate objectives and community priorities. Priorities should focus on the issues, not how priorities can be met (Approx 300 words)
W&B has a robust and high capacity Community Committee and highly active elected members.  By working together in task groups and with partners at NPB there is an appetite and capacity to further develop neighbourhood working and community engagement in a thorough and sustainable manner.   

Community Committee has a good baseline understanding of the concerns of local people which are captured in the attached appendix.  There is then a wish to become more empowered with detailed understandings of local data, needs, targets and resources and to direct actions, seek efficiencies and commission resources from that position of collective strength.  The Health and Streetscene agendas are highlighted as two areas where a greater depth of specific knowledge and planning needs to be shared.  The area also wishes to define its level of ambition for communicating with, involving and empowering local citizens which will require a greater degree of clarity and joint working between partners locally.  There is an appetite for upping the skill levels of all citizens to allow modern technology to play its part in connecting services to citizens and citizens to each other.  

The area has a limited collection of public premises and attracts only a standard level of service from many agencies and, to date, has attracted little external funding.  Nonetheless, as detailed below, the area is a high net contributor to the city and is home to many of Salford's most important, historic visitor attractions.  Community Committee and local councillors remain keen therefore to ensure that local concerns and ideas remain firmly on the agenda of all agencies whilst maximising and enabling what the community is able to do for itself. The limited access to local facilities including libraries, schools, sports equipment and IT equipment is a local concern and these resources need to be better “unlocked.”  Whilst there is evidently much green space locally, only a finite amount of this is leisure space open to local people, and Boothsbank Park is the area's only small formal park.  The park and areas such as Worsley Woods remain in need of further investment.  The masterplans for the Bridgewater Canal Corridor and Worsley Delph have been developed in dialogue with local people and are broadly welcomed.  Community Committee is now committed to supporting the necessary funding bids in the hope of securing the much needed investment in restoration and visitor amenities.

The local community values things which add to the local quality of life including community events and festivals, Christmas lights and flowers as part of the In Bloom project.  Community Committee would like to see a greater level of agency support to its local events programme and for local people to be involved in celebrations to mark the 250th anniversary of the canal.  There is also the requirement to reduce the charges for Christmas lights and flower watering and to achieve better value for money from CCTV monitoring costs. 

For an area which is strongly characterised and well-connected by the roads and motorways which run through it, these do little to enhance the quality of life of local people other than motorists. Traffic congestion, road safety and air quality are therefore significant concerns.  Also, despite these arterial routes, the area has poor levels of connectivity by public transport - both between local facilities and with the rest of the conurbation.  Together with the above issues of access to premises, these are major inhibitors of the quality of life for the local citizens – especially the younger and older age groups.       

The area's single greatest asset remains the talents and energies of local people, many of whom are already making a considerable contribution to the local “Big Society.”  As Salford's Building Better Neighbourhoods review stated “outcomes are not just what expensive public services can provide.”  Therefore joint action to further unlock, align and inter-connect those community resources provides the single biggest opportunity to meet the aspirations of the local community and agencies alike. 




	Data (Simple analysis of the priority issues based on data available such as JSNA, Crime & ASB stats, benefit claims etc. )
The wards of Worsley and Boothstown & Ellenbrook are stable and attractive residential neighbourhoods located to the west of the city on the edge of the green belt.  The area comprises of five distinct “villages” (Moorside, Roe Green, Worsley Village, Boothstown and Ellenbrook) separated by green spaces, major roads including the East Lancashire Road (A580), the M60 motorway and The Bridgewater Canal.  The canal and associated features such as Worsley Delph placed the area at the heart of the industrial revolution and are therefore of national and international importance.

The area is characterised by semi-detached and detached family housing which makes up around 80% of the local housing stock, 97% of which is in private ownership.  The housing stock in Worsley is generally of older, traditional designs whilst Boothstown & Ellenbrook includes three large and more modern developments. 

The combined population of the area is around 20,000 people with demographic differences between the wards defined by the age, type and affordability of the housing stock.  It is notable from the data that Boothstown & Ellenbrook has higher percentages of 0-19 year olds and 5.2% of the population is aged 75+, whereas in Worsley 10.1% of residents are over 75. Both wards have a comparative dip in their populations in the 20-30 age groups.

Around 97% of residents define their ethnic origin as White, the vast majority as White British.  Around 1.2% of each ward's residents define their ethnic origin as being Asian or Asian/British. 

Whilst the area is at the positive end of the “league tables” on most key indicators in Salford, it is important to consider this in context.  The differences are made more pronounced by the deprivation evident in other parts of Salford and, in fact, Worsley/Boothstown is around the national average on many indicators.  Behind the local comparative percentages lie numbers and behind the numbers lie real people – many “property rich but cash poor”- who remain in need of services and actions regardless of their postcode.  

Economics – The area has high levels of economic activity and low numbers in receipt of unemployment and housing benefits.  Over 50% of those employed in each ward are in Professional, Managerial and Technical level occupations.  There are also high levels of self-employment and Level five qualifications held locally.  Over 75% of working males work over 38 hours per week and over 25% work over 50 hours per week. Also, whilst the area has lower than average levels of lone parent households, it is notable how many local lone parents are working - both full and part time.  These figures combine to show the high net contribution which local residents make to income tax and council tax revenues and to the wider economic health of their neighbourhood, city and region. 

Health and Wellbeing – Between 72% and 75% of local residents report that they enjoy “good health” compared to 69% in England and 64% across Salford.  Indicators around life expectancy, teenage pregnancy, and low-birth weight are all better than average. Around 16% of local people have a limiting long-term illness of which around 7% are of working age. The estimated prevalence of smoking locally is low at around 18% and the take up of the 5-a-day message is the highest in Salford.  

Education – High percentages of local residents hold qualifications from further and higher level education.  For young people, levels of educational attainment at GCSE grades A*- C and progression to further education and employment are good.  Few local young people are “not engaged in education, employment or training.” (NEET)

      Environment - 38 locations were surveyed in Worsley and Boothstown/Ellenbrook wards in April - July 2010 and the results for these                   are as follows:

      Litter 6% below acceptable

      Detritus 2% below acceptable

      Graffiti 2% below acceptable
Crime – Levels of crime and anti-social behaviour have fallen in recent years and the area experiences the lowest levels of crime in Salford.  In 2006* crimes per 1,000 population were 94 for Worsley and 37 for Boothstown & Ellenbrook compared to 155 averaged across Salford.  (The difference between the wards relates largely to car crime at Worsley's hotels and car parks.)




	Opportunities (approximately five, not illustrated in the data)
	Challenges (approximately five, not illustrated in the data)

	· Progressing plans for the Bridgewater Canal and Worsley Delph through to funding, development and completion.

· Securing a Children’s Centre for the area.

Progressing local solutions to local issues by:

· Building from existing levels of community involvement and awareness

· Building from the existing levels of partnership working.

· Targeted commissioning from monies devolved to Community Committee and by pursuing external bids.


	· Ensuring that the area is fairly represented within the priorities of services and agencies.

· Aligning the area’s limited portfolio of public amenities and maximising the access and services which they provide.

· Improving levels of community involvement particularly from young people and families.

· Securing improvements to poor levels, routes and timings of public transport.

· Securing improvements to traffic, road safety and air quality - particularly in relation to the East Lancashire Rd (A580) and the motorway network.

· Halting and reversing the economic and physical decline of the Standfield shopping area in Boothstown. 

· Taking a community-led approach to planning issues in order to both maintain the character of the area and ensure that any new developments are beneficial in all respects. 
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