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Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee – 8 February 2006

Action Sheet


Members of the Scrutiny Committee

	Councillor  B. Pennington (Chair)
	A
	Councillor I. Lindley
	

	Councillor  P.W Dobbs
	
	Councillor G. Loveday
	

	Councillor C. Gray
	
	Councillor J.A. Mullen
	

	Councillor J. Hulmes 
	
	Councillor  T.  Perkins
	

	Councillor B.J. Lea
	A

	Councillor J. F. Pooley
	


Present =Apologies received =  A

 Officers and invitees present:

Co-opted members:
Reverend Archer, Reverend Paxton, Mrs Robinson  and Mrs S Thompson

Invitees and Officers: 
Councillor John Warmisham - Cabinet Lead Member for Children’s Services, Councillor Joe Murphy  - Executive Support Member  - Children’s Services, John Stephens – Deputy Director Children’s Services, Kathryn Mildenstein – Asset Planning Manager Children’s Services,  Russell Bernstein - Assistant Director of Scrutiny  and Amanda Carbery – Scrutiny Support Officer.

Apologies:


Mr J Michelson and  Mrs Elderkin 

Other Members in

 Attendance:

Councillor Ainsworth, Councillor Heywood and Councillor Hinds

	Item

Responsible Member

Officer
	Discussion


	Action 

Required By
	Timescale

	Call-in relating to the decision taken by Cabinet on 24 January 2006 to approve the commencement of the statutory process to close Langworthy Road, Tootal Drive, Seedley and St Luke’s CE primary schools and establish a new 420 place community school on the seedley primary school site

John Stephens

Kathryn Mildenstein

Cllr Warmisham
	Reverend Archer made the meeting aware that he was Chair of Governors of St Luke’s CE Primary School at the start of the meeting.

Members raised the following issues:-

· Members had no objection to change as it was felt that change was needed in the area.

· Members felt that the figures and statistics which were used to arrive at the cabinet’s decision were too general and not specific to the Langworthy, Seedley and Weaste areas and did not take into account relevant factors such as the regeneration and development of housing in the area and the fact that the birth rate for the area is above the norm for Salford as a whole.

· In relation to the proposed new school members were concerned that not enough spaces had been allocated in the school and that there could be a shortage of places by 2010.

· Members felt that it was unfair to ask parents living in Weaste to travel 2 miles to a new school given that those residents have the lowest access to cars in Salford and given that Weaste is one of the most socially deprived areas in Salford.

· Members questioned why parents, children, community groups and local people had not been consulted on the proposals earlier given that the process commenced in 2003.

· Members were concerned that the cabinet’s decision to approve the commencement of the statutory process meant that if local people strongly objected to the preferred option the only body who could prevent the schools closing was the school organisation committee.

· Members were very concerned that the proposed new school does not have playing fields attached to the school site. 

· Members had concerns that the location of the new school was next to a very busy main road and too far away from the Weaste and Seedley areas.

· Members felt that further consideration should be given to alternative sites in the Weaste/Seedley areas with playing fields on site.

It was therefore agreed that the decision to approve the commencement of the statutory process to close Langworthy, Seedley, Tootal Drive and St Luke’s CE Primary Schools and establish a new 420 place community school on the seedley site by September 2009  be referred back to cabinet for reconsideration for the reasons outlined in the report submitted to the scrutiny committee by Councillor Pooley and in line with the concerns outlined above.  If cabinet is minded not to alter it’s original decision, the matter shall be referred to the Council for consideration.
	
	


Contacts for further information

	Councillor Bernard Pennington
	Chair of the Scrutiny Committee


	0161 790 4181

	Russell Bernstein
	Assistant Director of Scrutiny

russell.bernstein@salford.gov.uk
	0161 793 3530



	Amanda Carbery
	Scrutiny Support Officer

amanda.carbery@salford.gov.uk
	0161 793 3316
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