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Salford Disability Services
Information and Guidelines

Wheelchair and Special Seating Provision
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Introduction
This document has been prepared in order to establish clear guidance and assist Occupational Therapists and other staff in making consistent decisions when assessing the needs of people with a disability who may require a wheelchair. 

The wheelchair supplied will be prescribed in order to meet clinical need

To be issued with a permanent wheelchair 
1. The person with a disability must be a permanent resident of Salford or be registered with a Salford G.P. 
2. Mobility must be permanently restricted
3. Require a wheelchair for longer than six months 

4. The person must be fully dependent on a wheelchair for mobility
Who can make a referral
The service will accept referrals from any source, for example: a person living with a disability, a carer, family member, or any health or social care professional.

When priority will be given
· To people with rapidly deteriorating progressive conditions (eg MND).

· People with severe pressure care problems.

· Immobile people with no existing chair

· Palliative care 
Accredited Prescribers
· There are agreed levels of competence for  prescription of equipment 
· Prescribers are allocated an appropriate level for wheelchair  prescription according to training and competence

· If referrer is not Salford accredited an assessment will be required

Salford Wheelchair Service is unable to prescribe
· Lightweight Wheelchairs

· Wheelchairs for social use

· Wheelchairs for short term loan (temporary condition e.g. fractured leg)

· Attendant operated or dual controlled powered wheelchairs

· Powered scooter’s

· Powered wheelchairs for outside use

· Transit chairs in Care Homes

These will need to be hired or purchased from local and national outlets.
Wheelchair Vouchers 

Vouchers are available for eligible wheelchair users for manual and powered wheelchairs
Modifications to Wheelchairs 

Modifications are only carried out to meet postural requirements based on individual need 

NB - Headrests are not supplied for transport needs only

Attendant Push and Self Propelled Wheelchairs
(Adults and children)
Provided the conditions for supply have been met a suitable wheelchair will be provided following:

· An assessment by a Salford accredited wheelchair prescriber.

· Receipt of a completed wheelchair prescription from a Salford accredited wheelchair prescriber.

· Approval of the wheelchair service manager

Pushchairs and Buggies 

Are not provided to children under 3 years of age unless there is a clinical need for postural support that cannot be provided in a normal buggy 

For children over the age of 3 years an appropriate buggy may be supplied following assessment by a Salford accredited wheelchair prescriber

Twin Buggies / Tandem Pushchairs

Are not prescribed by Salford Wheelchair Service.
Active User Wheelchairs

Provided the conditions for supply have been met an active user wheelchair may be issued when:

· The person is able to self propel
· Cannot achieve their optimal level of function in a standard wheelchair but this would be achieved with an active user wheelchair.
Rigid Frame Wheelchairs 

Provided the conditions for supply have been met a rigid frame wheelchair may be issued when:

· The person would be eligible for an active user wheelchair but is unable to propel a folding active user wheelchair

· Provision of a rigid frame wheelchair enables the user to self propel independently.
Indoor Powered Wheelchairs (EPIC)
Supply of an EPIC will be considered on an individual basis and is usually required when:
· The person is totally dependent on a wheelchair for mobility

· The person is unable to self propel in the home environment

Indoor / Outdoor Powered Wheelchairs (EPIOC)

Supply of an EPIOC will be considered on an individual basis and is usually required when:

· The person is totally dependent on a wheelchair for mobility

· The person is unable to self propel in the home environment

· The person needs to use a wheelchair inside and outside the home.

· The home and the external environment are accessible to a powered wheelchair

Essential considerations for the prescription of powered wheelchairs

· The user must be unable to walk or self propel in the home  

· The user must comply with the DVLA requirements for vision, epilepsy etc 

· Children need to be over the age of 3

· The user must be able to safely control the powered chair

· The home and surrounding area must be suitable

· The assessment will determine whether it is an indoor or indoor/outdoor powered chair that is required.

· The user will derive a significant improvement in their independence and quality of life by the provision of a powered chair. 

· The home environment must allow for safe charging and storage

· Any adaptations that are required must  be completed before the chair is issued

Special Seating
Postural Support for Wheelchair - modular
Prescribed when

· User is unable to maintain their position in a standard wheelchair

· Support is required to prevent deformity and/or increase independence in using the wheelchair

Postural Support - bespoke 

Prescribed when

· The above conditions apply

· Modular systems are not suitable

Tilt In Space Wheelchair

Prescribed when

· User is totally wheelchair dependent

· User cannot maintain upright position in their wheelchair with postural support

· Needs cannot be met by fixed recline or ramping cushion

· Position needs to be adjusted to meet function, posture and pressure care requirements

Static Seating

Will be supplied

· To children during formative years when essential to prevent deformity and maximise function if those needs cannot be met by the wheelchair provision

NB: A wheelchair will not be supplied in place of suitable static seating  
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