Habitats Regulations Assessment of the Impact
on European Protected Sites of Salford City
Council’s Draft Core Strategy

February 2010

Greater Manchester
Ecology Unit



Prepared by

The Greater Manchester Ecology Unit
Ryecroft Hall

Manchester Road

Audenshaw

Manchester

For

Salford City Council

February 2010



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1 Introduction

2 Brief description of the Plan

3 Identification of European designated sites concerned

4 The Nature Conservation Interest of Manchester Mosses SAC &
Rixton Clay Pits SAC

5 Screening Opinions
6 Summary of Screening Opinions

7 Assessment of Potential Effects Indentified through the screening
Process

8 Consideration of ‘in combination effects’

9 Summary and Recommendations

References

Figure 1: Map Showing Location of European Sites within Greater Manchester
And in Close Proximity to the County

APPENDIX 1:
European designated sites within the North West Region and possible effects
From development within Salford

APPENDIX 2:
Screening Summary of European designated sites within the North West Region
And possible impacts from development within Salford

APPENDIX 3:
List of Other Plans and Projects Considered within the Assessment

10

12

18

19

25

26

27

28

29

44

48



Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) of the Impact of Salford City
Council’s Draft Core Strategy on European Protected Sites

Introduction

‘Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site
but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other
plans and projects, shall be subject to assessment of its implications for the site in view of
the site’s conservation objectives. In light of the conclusions of the assessment of the
implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent
national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after ascertained that it will not
adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained
the opinion of the general public.’
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Brief description of the Plan
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Identification of European designated sites concerned
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3.3.2 Diffuse Water Pollution
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¢ Manchester Mosses SAC
¢ Rixton Clay Pits SAC
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There are no European sites within the administrative boundary of Salford City
Council and therefore, direct impacts such as habitat loss will not occur.

The Nature Conservation Interest of the Manchester Mosses SAC and Rixton Clay
Pits SAC

The following information is derived from information available from Natural England and
the Joint Nature Conservation Committee and from information held by GMEU.

Description of Rixton Clay Pits SAC
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Description of the Manchester Mosses SAC
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(Adapted from information available from Natural England)
Screening Opinions

Possible Impacts of the Plan on Rixton Clay Pits — Screening Opinion
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It is therefore concluded that there will be no direct or indirect effects arising from
the Plan on the special nature conservation interest of Rixton Clay Pits.

Possible Impacts of the Plan on the Manchester Mosses SAC — Screening Opinion
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Manchester Mosses SAC is therefore considered to be the only European site that
could potentially be significantly affected by the operation of the Plan. Possible
impacts of Plan policies on this European site have therefore been assessed in some
detail below.
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Summary of the Screening Opinion — Manchester Mosses SAC

Impacts on the Manchester Mosses SAC
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Table 6.1 Potential effects on the special interest of the Manchester Mosses SAC
arising from the operation of certain Policies in the Draft Core Strategy
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7.1

Assessment of Potential Effects identified through the Screening Process

The proposed new employment area west of City Airport Manchester (Policy E1).
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Consideration of ‘In Combination’ Effects with Other Plans and Proposals
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9 Summary and Recommendations
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