
	Welcome to the first e-bulletin from the scrutiny team. These will be sent out quarterly and will update you on the public consultation of our work programmes, as well as updates on recent and current scrutiny. If you think this bulletin is useful please pass it onto your colleagues.

Want to know more about Overview and Scrutiny?

Our role is to look at the services and issues that affect the lives of people in Salford. Scrutiny listen to the concerns of local people, check how Salford City Council and other organisations are performing and where necessary seek improvement. We would welcome the opportunity to come and talk to you and your teams about the work of Overview and Scrutiny. Contact Karen Dainty to arrange.

New powers and roles for Overview and Scrutiny

Overview and Scrutiny was brought in through the Local Government Act 2000. It replaced the old committee style of working in councils and allows back bench councillors to monitor the decisions of the council’s executive. In addition, members of Overview and Scrutiny can carry out enquiries into matters of local concern, report on their findings and make recommendations in order to secure service improvements or to obtain better outcomes for the community. 

Recent legislation will bring about new powers, allowing other public services to be scrutinised and hold service providers to account in achieving the ambitions set out in the local area agreement. The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (LGA 2007) gave new powers to scrutinise local improvement targets (LAA targets). This includes requiring information from partner organisations signed up to particular LAA targets. The Police and Justice Act 2006 also introduced new roles for overview and scrutiny in relation to local crime and disorder issues. Contact Karen Dainty for more information.
Issues facing young people with learning disabilities/difficulties

The Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee looked into the issues that young people with learning disabilities/difficulties face when they reach the age where they move from children’s to adult services. A report was presented to Cabinet, with an action plan based on the recommendations made within the 2008 report. The committee will now monitor the progress made in implementing these recommendations on an ongoing basis. Contact Carole Chapman for more information.

Salford West framework

Members were brought up to date on the Salford West Strategic Regeneration Framework and action plan. Drawn up with the help of local communities, strategic partners, elected members and the private sector, the framework will drive investment across the west of Salford for the next 20 years, influencing and attracting new public and private sector investment to the area.  

In 2008/09 three areas were chosen and task groups created to focus on: Liverpool Road corridor (A57), Swinton, Eccles and Walkden town centres and tourism product development with a focus on the Bridgewater canal corridor.

Members acknowledged that the work of the task groups is limited due to financial restrictions, but improvements are being made and proposals have been drawn up to meet realistic expectations. Members were assured that everything is being done to work with partners and community groups to attract more funding and ensure the best value for money is achieved. Contact Peter Kidd for more information.

The Respect agenda and parenting 

Recommendations about parenting projects in the city were reported to Cabinet in March 2009, where all the proposals were accepted. An action plan is now being written to show how these will be implemented. Members will reconvene in six months to monitor the recommendations and evaluate the effectiveness of the range of parenting projects. Contact Carole Chapman for more information.

Neighbourhood policing 

Scrutiny organised an annual public consultation exercise which identified perceptions of crime, and work being carried out by the council and its partners to tackle crime and disorder. Chief Superintendent Kevin Mulligan, Divisional Commander for Salford, attended a Sustainable Regeneration scrutiny meeting to deliver a presentation on neighbourhood policing. The chief superintendent discussed the work being done by the police to involve the community, finding out what they want and how the police ensure this is reflected in their work and the work of partners. 

Members discussed several issues including:

        school based police officers 

        partnership work to help rehabilitate offenders 

        hate crime and how it is recorded 

        how better planning and design can aid security

        GMP’s crime recording process and crime statistics

        anti-social behaviour.

Members commented that the work in the community, particularly with community committees, is excellent and with the associated improvement in service, the force is heading in the right direction. Contact Peter Kidd for more information.

Behaviour in schools and school exclusions

At the annual scrutiny work programme event, the issue of behaviour in schools and school exclusions was raised as an area of concern. The committee has therefore decided to set up a sub group to undertake a piece of work into this in the near future. Contact Carole Chapman for more information.

Availability of NHS dentists

The Community, Wellbeing and Social Care Scrutiny Committee recently looked at the availability of NHS dentists in Salford, the new dental pricing structure and information available at dentists. A number of recommendations were made which you can read in the report. The PCT will update members in six months progress on the recommendations and give an overview of dentistry in Salford. Contact Linda Sharples for more information. 

Health inequalities

Salford still suffers from health inequalities compared to other parts of the country and there is also a life expectancy difference of ten years between some wards within the city. Community, Wellbeing and Social Care Scrutiny are establishing a sub group to finalise which area of health inequalities should be considered for further scrutiny. Work will then be carried out alongside the PCT in order to make improvements and recommendations. Contact Linda Sharples for more information. 

Cycle forum

At the last meeting, forum members discussed the draft Integrated Transport Strategy for Central Salford. Several issues were discussed including the bus, rail and Metrolink proposals and project timescales. One issue of concern are the cycle network links to surrounding authorities, particularly Trafford and Manchester. Work is underway to address these concerns. Contact Peter Kidd for more information.

Budget Scrutiny

Budget Scrutiny monitor the revenue and capital budgets throughout the year to ensure that directorates do their best to deliver services within budget and that any imbalance is managed appropriately. They have also looked at proposals for next years budget ensuring that it takes account of the previous year’s results and any anticipated budgetary pressures. 

The group has reviewed the results of the public consultation exercise on the council’s spending plans and the impact on council tax to ensure that the priorities identified are adhered to. They also ensured that the budget was set in accordance with the council’s medium term financial strategy. Contact Peter Kidd for more information.

Recycling 

The recycling panel is working on a campaign to make the council plastic carrier bag free. Other issues being considered by the panel for future scrutiny include receiving a position statement on the council’s in-house recycling scheme and then looking into partner organisations recycling policies. Contact Karen Lucas for more information. 

United Utilities

Overview and Scrutiny hold regular meetings with officers from United Utilities to discuss the adoption of sewers in the Boothstown and Ellenbrook areas, amongst other projects.

Contact Karen Lucas for more information.

The Overview and Scrutiny team

If you have any comments about this email, want to be removed from the list or have any news or information you would like to see included in the next edition, contact a member of the scrutiny team below.

 

Karen Dainty, Principal Scrutiny Support Officer 0161 793 2513

Karen Lucas, Senior Scrutiny Support Officer 0161 793 3318

Peter Kidd, Senior Scrutiny Support Officer 0161 793 3322

Linda Sharples, Scrutiny Support Officer 0161 793 3324

Carole Chapman, Scrutiny Support Officer 0161 793 3316

Beverley Truter, Scrutiny Support Assistant 0161 793 3530

Overview and Scrutiny team, Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford M27 5FJ
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