	Activity
	14. Fieldwork



	Hazards
	· Falls

· Falling objects

· Proximity to water

· Rise in water levels, rivers or incoming tides

· Hypothermia / Hyperthermia

· Weils disease

· Traffic

· Abuse / inappropriate contact with strangers

	Ratios


	· This will be dependent on year group, terrain etc.  Refer to Educational Trips and Visits Code of Practice.

	Qualifications


	· BELA, WGL or Summer ML if in remote terrain

· Current First Aid 



	Control Measures



	· Party management appropriate to location

· Detailed weather forecast including tide times for coastal locations

· Helmets for all participants near cliff areas (geology excursions)

· Eye protection if using geology hammers

· Appropriate protective clothing and footwear

· Extreme caution with river studies in anything other than ankle deep water

· Briefing re dangers of road traffic etc in urban fieldwork

· Care with high walls on castle and fortified town visits

· Be prepared to change planned activity in adverse conditions

· Care with equipment, ranging poles etc



	Notes



	· A number of recent accidents and fatalities have reflected a total underestimation of the power of water and the effect of sudden immersion.  River study sites should be carefully chosen beforehand and not used if water levels rise in a short period of time.  Depths should alternatively be measured from bridges with due regard for the dangers of leaning over railings. 
· Close proximity to water categorises a river study as ‘C’, requiring approval by the Adviser for Education Trips and Visits.
· The impact of fieldwork groups is an issue in more environmentally sensitive areas.  The digging of soil pits and use of geology hammers on rocks for instance should be avoided, particularly in sensitive areas.
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