	Activity


	20. IMPROVISED Rafting

	Hazards
	· Drowning, 

· Capsizes, entrapment

· Lifting injuries

· Head injuries

· Slips, traps, trips, hits and falls

· Hypothermia

· Drifting offshore

· Collision with fixed objects



	Ratios


	1:12

	Qualifications


	· Prior experience, in-house training, knowledge of venue plus suitable transferable qualification appropriate to location eg BCU Coach 3, RYA Dinghy Instructor.



	Control Measures



	· Detailed weather forecast

· Appropriate protective clothing 

· Buoyancy Aids / Lifejackets as appropriate

· Water confidence of participants ascertained

· Helmets recommended 

· Defined and agreed rafting area

· Effective communication

· Effective safety cover and agreed procedures



	Notes



	· This activity is in-correctly perceived as a relatively low-key activity which appears not to require technical skill on the part of the leader/instructor.  However, the potential risk is as great as with other water activities.

· Participants may get over enthusiastic or ‘carried away’ whilst rafting.  It is important to maintain effective communication to get immediate attention of all participants should a problem occur.

This activity is category C and therefore requires prior approval from the LEA even if the Party Leader is qualified.
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