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RISK ASSESSMENT

DATE RISK ASSESSMENT PREPARED: ……February 2006………….…..

	ACTVITY:
	NATURE WALK

	VENUE DETAILS:
	

	PERSONS CONSIDERED:



	HAZARDS
	CONTROL MEASURES
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	Stranger Danger / Lost pupil


	…………………….Park is open to members of the public

Pupils briefed as to possible dangers. 

Pupils supervised at all times.

Groups stay together whilst moving around the park.

Frequent head counts

All staff briefed on layout of venue & location of know attractions / displays.
	Staff briefing on emergency action plan in the event of a pupil becoming detached from one of the sub groups (e.g. contact by mobile telephone, agreed rendezvous point at set periods, agreed procedure for contacting & seeking assistance from park staff, where available)



	Group becoming lost / unfamiliarity with area
	Party Leader & other accompanying staff (where possible) carry out pre-visit to area and plot the planned route on a map. All accompanying adults to be copied into the map and briefed on the planned walk.

Accompanying adults encouraged to tick off ‘significant features’ along the route to plot progress
	

	Slipping / tripping / falling on pathways / walkways / bridges etc


	Agree Code of Conduct & brief pupils prior to visit

Where possible, stick to recognised footpaths.
	Paths may become extremely slippery in wet weather and children are advised to wear appropriate footwear

Pupils advised on appropriate behaviour:

· No running

· No pushing

· No leaning on, over or through fencing

	Water - drowning
	The park does/does not (delete as appropriate) provide open access to water. Adequate supervision required to ensure youngsters remain away from the waters edge.

At no point during the visit should pupils be entering the water and group leaders should resist the urge to allow this to happen.
	Activities near water:

· Brief pupils about the dangers of water. Include pupils in the Risk Assessment for behaviour / code of conduct near the water

· If designated pathway becomes hazardous / slippery, party leader to choose alternative route

· Where appropriate, place staff members in between the hazard i.e. the water & the pupils

· Pupils wishing to take photographs near water to stand absolutely still whilst looking through the viewfinder. 

	Use of public toilets:


	Stranger danger/ lost pupil
	Where possible, same gender staff supervise youngsters

Pupils never go to toilet alone – minimum of 2.

Staff to regulate number of pupils entering & leaving public toilets. Frequent headcounts of whole group

	Packed lunch


	Illness due to poor hygiene

Accident as a result of broken glass / debris in picnic area

Stranger danger / lost pupil

Weather
	Where possible ensure pupils are able to wash hands prior to eating

Staff to choose safe area for eating. Pupils to clear all litter / packaging after eating

Pupils to be supervised at all times

Parameters set & children instructed not to leave picnic area until told to do so

Advance planning for selection of picnic area. Plan ‘B’ available in the event of poor weather.

	Extremes of temperature:

Heat exhaustion/ dehydration / fatigue/sunburn / hypothermia etc.

	Pupils to be appropriately dressed & protected from the weather.

Ample drinks and food be available for the walk.

Frequent breaks to check on condition of the group
	Staff briefing on how to deal with heat exhaustion, dehydration, hypothermia etc.

Staff to ensure that all necessary medical conditions checked and appropriate supplies e.g. inhalers taken on the visit.

	Animal / insect bites:

· Horses

· Sheep

· Cattle

· Dogs

· Swans
	Pupils to be briefed on appropriate behaviour.

Route modified if necessary

Adequate supervision


	

	Dog Faeces / litter etc
	Pupil briefing. 

Observation

Route to be modified where necessary

Ground to be thoroughly checked before selecting an area for seating


	

	Plant allergies / poisons  
	Relevant medical information to be sought prior to visit. Appropriate preventative measures taken
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