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RISK ASSESSMENT

DATE RISK ASSESSMENT PREPARED: ……………….…..

	ACTVITY:
	Pond Dipping

	VENUE DETAILS:
	

	HAZARDS
	CONTROL MEASURES
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	Slipping / tripping / falling

Being struck by moving object e.g. handle of dipping net

Drowning


	· Ensure that a site inspection is carried out prior to use identifying (and where possible removing) slipping / tripping / falling hazards

· Ensure that all dipping platforms / areas are debris-free, stable and well-maintained

· Establish a Code of Conduct for the activity to include appropriate / inappropriate behaviour, setting of clear boundaries etc

· Brief pupils on appropriate use of equipment / safe handling techniques

· Dependant on age / ability of pupils establish procedures for collecting water / use of nets

· Ensure adequate supervision, increasing staffing ratios where necessary

· Carry out regular headcounts

· As a staff team, prior to the visit, work out what action will be taken if a pupil slips / trips / falls into the water – don’t wait until it actually happens. Work out who will take charge. Work out what assistance / equipment might be needed to get the pupil out of the water.

· Ensure that a bag of emergency provisions is available. This might include: towel, spare clothes, hat, gloves & a small foil blanket.
	 Prior to the activity, as part of the pupil briefing, explain that during the activity they will be in close proximity to water.  Ask them to come up with suggestions as to how they can keep themselves and each other safe when they are near the water. If the suggestions have come from the pupils, it will be much easier for staff to enforce this as part of the code of conduct for the visit.

	Weil’s Disease


	· Cover all scratches, cuts, sores and breaks in the skin with waterproof plasters / covering. Clean any wounds as soon as possible if they occur at the waterside.

· Avoid touching the face, especially nose / eyes / mouth etc. with wet hands from the pond / lake / river

· Wash hands thoroughly before eating or drinking
	Weil’s disease is an infection carried in rats urine which contaminates water and banks of lakes, ponds and rivers. The risk of infection is greater in stagnant or slow moving water. The disease (which is notifiable) is serious and requires hospital treatment. Symptoms start 3 to 19 days after exposure to contaminated water. Early symptoms are similar to ‘Flu’. A few cases may develop jaundice.
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