	Activity
	17. Powerboating



	Hazards
	· Drowning, 

· Capsizes, entrapment

· Lifting injuries

· Engine & propeller injuries

· Slips, trips and falls

· Hypothermia

· Engine failure

· Drifting offshore

· Sudden changes in weather and water conditions

· Collision with fixed objects

· Trailer accidents 

	Ratios


	1:6, 1:12 if used for cover for sailing fleet

Also dependant on size and safe working load of craft.

	Qualifications


	· RYA Powerboat Level 2



	Control Measures



	· Detailed weather forecast

· Buoyancy Aids / Lifejackets as appropriate

· Regular servicing and safety checks

· Cut engine on approach to swimmers

· Flare pack and emergency kit in waterproof container if used on open water / sea

· Spare means of propelling the boat

· Appropriate protective clothing 

· Killcords used every time engine is started

· Effective method of communication with shore and with fleet

· Ensure seaworthiness of craft

· Do not exceed safe load



	Notes



	· The safety role of powerboats may mislead groups and leaders into thinking they are inherently safe.  Powerboats have the potential to increase the level of risk unless used with extreme caution.

· Water trapped in the hull of a Dory was a contributory factor in a capsize and drowning in Portsmouth harbour, September 1999.

This activity is category C and therefore requires prior approval from the LEA even if the Party Leader is qualified.
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