
Environment, Housing and Planning Action Sheet, 3rd October, 2006
  Call-in 
Present

Members of the Scrutiny Committee: Cllr R Lightup (chair), Cllr Ainsworth, Cllr E Burgoyne, Cllr Garrido, Cllr Ferrer, Cllr Howard, Cllr B Lea
Officers and lead members involved in the decision: Cllr Antrobus, Cllr J Murphy, Cllr Warmisham, Cllr Lancaster, Peter Openshaw (Associate Director), Malcolm Sykes (Strategic Director), Irene Heald (Asset Team Manager), Steve Durbar (Principal Strategic Property Surveyor)
Invitees and officers: Mr Kirk (Lightoaks residents association), Beryl Patton (Claremont community association),  Cllr Merry (Leader of the Council), Russell Bernstein (Assistant Director, Scrutiny Support), Linda Sharples (Scrutiny Support Officer)
	Item/

Responsible Member

Officer
	Discussion


	Action 

Required By
	Timescale

	Call-in relation to the decision (published 11th September, 2006) for the sale of Oakwood High School called in by Cllrs Ferrer and Ainsworth

	Members and invitees in support of the call in raised the following issues during the discussion

· Concern was raised about the consultation that was carried out and it was felt that ward councillors and residents were not fully involved

· Residents felt that local ward councillors had not  consulted with local groups

· Two schools within the ward are below standard in terms of facilities for team sports

· Questions were raised concerning surveys of trees on the land and if there was covenant on the land

· Members felt that the options available and the reasons as to why they were dismissed were not sufficiently detailed

· It was felt that the planning brief did not cover the boundary treatment of trees

· The minimum requirement for S106 monies should have been included in proposals for the site

· Parking in this area is an issue and access to the site could be a problem

· There is currently a large volume of traffic at the Height roundabout

· LOPRA (Light Oaks park residents association) would request houses on the site not apartments

· Vandalism of the school is already taking place. It is requested than any decisions made are implemented quickly

· Members wanted some of the money to be spent in the ward due to the condition of the schools
· Debate took place about tenure on the land

· Ward Councillors felt that goal posts were being continually moved

Issues raised during the discussion regarding the decision made
· It was felt that consultation had taken place with ward councillors, an email in February, 2006 was sent to members asking if they had comments on the proposed sale of the school. No comments were received
· The options were considered over a period of time

· Officers have not sought to deceive anyone but followed laid down and approved procedures and consultations in respect of surplus property

· The planning brief is to provide guidance to developers

· It has now been agreed that some of the money raised from the sale will be invested into a school within the area by building two additional classrooms
A vote was taken regarding the call-in and whilst members on the scrutiny committee did not support the call-in they did feel lessons could be learnt from this, subsequently the following recommendations and actions were agreed
Action
· Cllr Antrobus gave commitment that consultation with residents on Park Lane will be undertaken regarding the Oakwood site
Recommendations

· That future consultation ensures that local residents groups, residents are contacted
· That area co-ordinators and neighbourhood managers are contacted at resource and planning stage 
· It was agreed that one email was not sufficient and at the least, it should be followed by a further email if no response is received

· Record of decisions should have further detail with background documents attached, as to why certain options have been rejected

· That the building is to be demolished as soon as possible

· Cllr Owen agreed to contact Cllr Cooke to discuss if the word "Deceive"  in the document can be withdrawn

· It was agreed that communication of information to community committees needs to be looked into, to ensure feedback for requests for information are always given. 

· Reasons for call-in. It was agreed that further information is required on this document. 
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	Chair
	Councillor R Lightup
	0161 775 9589

	Assistant Director
	Russell Bernstein
	0161 793 3530

	Scrutiny Support Officer
	Linda Sharples
	0161 793 3324
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