St. Mark’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School, Aviary Road, Worsley M28 2WF

To the Parent/Carer of (name)…………………………………...

(address)……………………………………………….…………

…………………………………………………………….……..

…………………………………………………………….……..

APPLICATION FOR A SCHOOL PLACE

Thank you for applying for a Nursery/Reception place at our school for September 2011.  In order to help us decide which children will be given places at the school under our published Admission Policy (attached), please provide us with the following information:

· A photocopy of a recent Utilities Bill (to confirm your address).

· A photocopy of your child’s baptism certificate (where extra points are being claimed).

· A completed copy of the form from a church leader (attached and where extra points are being claimed).

Please additionally fill in and return to us any other document which is sent to you in connection with your application.

This information should be returned to us by……………….

N. B. Failure to return the requested information to us by this date will affect over-subscription criteria under which your child is to be considered. This could mean that your child will not be allocated a place at this school. 

If further information is required, please do not hesitate to contact us.

St. Mark’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School, Worsley

Admissions Policy

Admissions to the School are the responsibility of the Governing Body. The Local Authority will manage the admissions process. The following agreement between the Governors, The Diocese of Manchester and the Local Authority lays down the criteria for admissions and procedures to be followed.  It is intended that:

30 children be the standard number admitted to the Nursery class and 

45 children be the standard number admitted to the Reception class.

Aims and Objectives of the Policy

In drawing up the admissions arrangements the governors of the school aim to ensure that the admissions criteria is clear, fair and objective for the benefit of all children, including those with special educational needs and disabilities.

A. The governors will admit all children having a statement of Special Educational Needs, which names this school in that statement.  
B. The school will give first priority to Looked After Children (Children in Public Care).

C. In the event of oversubscription for the remaining places they will be allocated using the following criteria in order. Applications will be prioritised on the basis of the following points system; with places being awarded to those having the highest scores. 

 (a) 5 Points

Children whose parents or guardians are in regular attendance at any of the churches in the parish of the Worsley Team Ministry (St. Mark’s Worsley, St Mary’s Ellenbrook, And St Andrew’s Boothstown.) (See Note 1 below.)

(b) 4 Points
     Children whose parents are resident in that part of the Worsley Ward 

      of Salford City Council, as defined on the accompanying map.

 (c) 4 Points

Children who have a sibling attending the school at the time of admission.  A sibling is defined as a brother or sister, a step-brother or step-sister living at the same address as the child for whom the application is being made. 

(d) 3 Points
Children whose parents/guardians are in regular attendance at a church which is a member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland. (see note 1. below)

(e)1 Point

Children who are baptised, or have undergone an other form of Christian initiation, for which evidence will be sought.

C.  All other children.

Note 1. Church Attendance.

N.B. Please Note.   The attendance of one parent or guardian is sufficient.  Regular attendance is normally taken to mean a minimum of fortnightly attendance for at least a year prior to September 1st in the year before admission to the school.

Evidence of church attendance will be sought from clergy or other church officer.  A supplementary form is provided for this purpose and is attached. N.B. While completing this form is not compulsory, the Governors will not be able to give any credit for church attendance without the completed form and this could disadvantage the applicant.

Note 2. Over Subscription Criteria.

In the event of any selection between children with equal points, children with siblings already in school will take precedence over geographical proximity to the school. 

Please note. Geographical proximity is measured in a straight line from the front door of the home to the gate of the school; home is the child’s normal place of residence during the school week. 

Waiting lists for each year group are maintained and if a place becomes available, it will be offered on the basis of the above criteria for admissions.  Any appeals are to be made to an independent panel set up under the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998 (amended)

Note 3. Admissions to the Nursery Class.

Children will be admitted at the beginning of the Autumn Term before their fourth birthday. Thirty places are available in the Nursery and the Governors shall determine how many of these places are to be allocated on a full time or part time basis each year, depending on the number of applicants.  Please note the information below about the Reception Class. 
Note 4. Admissions to the Reception Class.

Children will be admitted at the beginning of the Autumn term before their fifth birthday.  A place in the Nursery Class does not guarantee a place in Reception Class the following year. A separate application must be made for a Reception Class place.

St. Mark’s Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary School, Worsley

Supplementary Form of Reference from Church Leader

Surname of child………………………………………………..

Christian names of child………………………………………..

Name of parent(s) or guardian(s)………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………….

Address………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………..

Post Code…………………   Contact Number…………………

Place of Worship one (or both) parents/guardians attend-

…………………………………………………………………...

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Name of rector/vicar/priest/minister/church officer-

…………………………………………………………………..

Address………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………..

Post Code…………………   Home Telephone…………………

Mobile……………………… Internet…………………………..

I confirm that one (or both) of the parent/guardian of the child named above (and the child) has/have attended church at least once a fortnight for the past year.

Signed………………………………………………………….

(Rector/vicar/priest/minister/church officer.

Date…………………….

