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RISK ASSESSMENT

DATE RISK ASSESSMENT PREPARED: ……………….…..

	ACTVITY:
	Swimming lesson

	VENUE DETAILS:
	

	HAZARDS
	CONTROL MEASURES
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	Slipping / tripping


	Pupil briefing on appropriate behaviour prior to visit reinforced throughout duration of visit.

Safety notices and guidelines adhered to e.g. no running

High levels of supervision
	Briefing on appropriate dress, removal of jewellery etc. 

	Lost pupil


	Adequate supervision meeting recommended minimum staffing ratios.

Regular headcounts - as a minimum at all changes of activity (upon arrival at reception of swimming pool, counting into changing rooms, counting out of changing rooms, observation of pupils during swimming lesson, counting back into changing rooms, counting out etc)
	1:6 Recommended minimum staffing ratio for years 1-3

1:10/15 Recommended minimum staffing ratio for years 4-6

	Stranger Danger


	Supervision in changing rooms - mixed gender staffing available for mixed gender groups where separate male and female changing exists. Where mixed gender staffing is not available, other measures should be put in place to safeguard the youngsters. e.g. pupil briefing with clear instructions on appropriate behaviour/action, no pupil ever to be in changing rooms alone, supervising staff to be positioned at main entrance to changing rooms and poolside entrance. 
	As a minimum, all staff supervising in changing rooms to have satisfactory enhanced CRB clearance

	Drowning


	Instruction / guidance provided by qualified swimming pool staff to be followed at all times.

Minimum of two qualified lifeguards present for each swimming lesson - swimming instructor plus one other (Salford City Council specific based on a maximum class size of 30).

Adequate supervision before, during and after the swimming lesson, including regular headcounting.

Supervising staff are advised to regularly scan the whole pool, and should be so positioned that they can clearly observe pupils at all times.

Consider establishing a ‘buddy’ system whereby pupils are paired up and required to check on the well-being of their partners at regular intervals
	Pupils only to enter the water under the direct instruction of the swimming instructor.

The swimming lesson takes place in a very controlled environment and at a venue which will have its own Emergency Action Plan in the event of an incident occurring

	
	Special needs of pupils in the group identified and appropriate measures put in place to address these
	

	
	The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 places responsibility on swimming pool owners, managers and users to establish sound procedures which reasonably ensure that swimming activities are carried out safely. Pool managers must ensure that their facilities are safe and present no risks to the health and well-being of visiting groups
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