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This support pack is designed to help schools admit newly arrived pupils from Traveller families and to inform schools of procedures for Travellers

It focuses on ways to help them settle into their new school environment.

Each page stands alone and is designed to be copied for distribution to the appropriate members of staff.
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If you have a new arrival from the Travelling community

Please contact Salford Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS) on

(Tel): 0161 921 2200

(Fax): 0161 921 2211

The pupil’s learning needs will be discussed by a teacher with appropriate members of staff.
Who are Travellers?

While there is no wish to mark Traveller children out as different from other children in school, nevertheless a sensitivity to the circumstances in which they may come to schools will help them to feel comfortable and settle in.

There are several separate and distinct Traveller groups.  Some with an ethnic identity recognised in law and others who are Travellers because of their mobility.  Some will be Travellers by reason of both ethnicity and mobility.  Each Traveller group has its own identifiable culture.

GYPSY TRAVELLERS, IRISH WELSH AND SCOTTISH TRAVELLERS – have ethnic identities with a shared heritage and long established cultural traditions.  Families from these groups may be settled and living in housing, have their own private sites, live on local authority sites or have no legal place to stop at all.  They may travel widely all year round, seasonally or just occasionally.

FAIRGROUND/SHOWMEN TRAVELLERS – will most likely have a regular winter base in one area with local schools to which the children return annually.  Their travelling season may be from March to November or even longer.  A few families will travel away for just a small part of the main season.

CIRCUS TRAVELLERS – may have a winter base to which they regularly return.  Others will be on tour throughout the year.

NEW TRAVELLERS – some families, for separate and individual reasons, have taken up nomadic lives in the present generation.  They may settle for periods in one area or travel widely.  There are few legal stopping places for New Travellers.

ROMA – this is the name by which Gypsy Travellers from the countries of Eastern Europe wish to be known.

ADMITTING TRAVELLER CHILDREN TO SCHOOL

As a basic principle treat a Traveller child as you would treat any other child.

First Impressions

In many cases it will be the school administrator who first greets Traveller parents seeking school places for their children.  The kind of welcome the parents receive will set the tone for the beginning of their relationship with the school.  Many Traveller parents have experienced severe discrimination throughout their lives and will be extremely sensitive to the kind of reaction they have in approaching a new school. The rights of Traveller children to school places are the same as those for all children.

Appropriate action if a school year is full

If your school is completely full, rather than simply turning a Traveller family away, it would be helpful to suggest or telephone other schools in the area which might have places available.  Many schools will work together to find places for mobile families.  Headteachers may admit children over their usual numbers when they know that it is a temporary attendance for a brief period.

Class Sizes

Travellers coming into an area for a brief period may be treated as exceptions to the infant class size limits.

Admission Forms

Not every parent will be able to complete the admission form unaided.  The school administrator can be most helpful in being sensitive to whether the parents would welcome support in completing the form.  You may also discuss any medical and dietary requirements the child may have.

Ethnic Monitoring - PLASC

The DfES has added two new categories for those groups of Travellers with an ethnic identity recognised in law, to be used in the PLASC returns from January 2003.  Traveller of Irish heritage will be coded as WIRT and Gypsy/Roma will be coded as WROM.  This category is for Gypsy Traveller and Roma children and should not be used for recording pupils with circus, fairground or new Traveller backgrounds.  Parental consent needs to be sought for this identification as for all children.  Any school requiring support in discussing this issue with parents should contact Salford EMTAS.

Unique Pupil Numbers

Travellers will be issued with Unique Pupil Numbers in the same way as all pupils.  Try to locate the previous school attended to check if a UPN already exists for the child.

Home School Agreements

Since September 1999 home-school agreements have been a national requirement.  Those in place in your school will need to be discussed with Traveller parents as with all new parents coming into school.

GIVING HELPFUL INFORMATION

Some Traveller parents have to place their children into a succession of different schools and understanding the particular requirements of each school may not be easy.  If the school administrator offers clear information about the details of the school in a sensitive way this will be welcomed.

School Times and Routines

Parents will need to be informed about the times of the beginning and end of the school day and other important routines.

Dinner money

Some Traveller families may have a free dinner entitlement, others will pay for dinners.  If the family is unsure how long the children will be able to remain at the school they may wish to pay for dinners on a daily basis.  School administrators who are ready to find a mutually acceptable way of dealing with payments for dinners will be appreciated by parents.  The EMTAS EWO may be able to help with family liaison if necessary.

Uniform

Some Traveller children attend a succession of different schools .  Parents will welcome the chance to discuss with the headteacher how they may best fit in with the school’s uniform requirements without unreasonable expectations being made of them.  Some Traveller girls traditionally wear jewellery.  Opportunities to discuss with the headteacher how cultural traditions may square with school regulations and safety requirements will be welcome. The EMTAS E W O may be able to offer some help with uniform requirements.

School Trips

It may be that parents are reluctant for children to be allowed to go on trips outside school at first. They will need time to build up trust in a school.  For families who may have to move at short notice it is important that they always know where the children are.

Special Kit

Any special kit, which will be required during the child’s stay at your school, should be discussed with parents.  Does their time in your school coincide with swimming lessons, for example?  What will be acceptable for PE kit?

Routine for Reporting Absence

It will be helpful if school administrators make clear how the school expects parents to let them know if their child is likely to be absent from school, or is sick.  Schools should make every effort to make first day contact with parents in the event of unexplained absence.

WHO TO CONTACT

If a Traveller child starts to attend your school, contact:

1. The previous school, if known, for record transfer.

2. The Salford Ethnic Minority & Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS).  It may 

be that staff know the family and can offer educational records if the previous school is not known.  The Service can also offer other forms of support if  required.  Someone from the team will visit your school and negotiate suitable support. 

RECORDING AND CATEGORISING ABSENCE

For sickness and other known and accepted reasons for absence, Traveller children are marked in the register in the same way as other children are.

If it is known that the child is away travelling for reason of their parents’ work or to attend a cultural event (such as a traditional horse fair) then the absence can be authorised.  It should be marked with a letter (T) in the circle to indicate ‘travelling’.

If there seems to be no known or acceptable reason for the absence it should be recorded as unauthorised in the same way as for other children.

Teaching staff new to the school need to be made aware of the correct codes to use.

WHEN TRAVELLERS LEAVE THE SCHOOL

It is sometimes unclear when a Traveller child should be taken off a school roll.  In simplest form the child should remain on the roll of the school until:

a) The parents let the school know in writing.

b) The school hears from another school that they have started to attend there.

c) EMTAS informs the school, after investigation as to the whereabouts of the family, if they have moved from the area and are unlikely to return. 


Whichever of the above is the soonest.

HOWEVER: in some  circumstances Traveller children are allowed to have DUAL 

REGISTRATION – being on the roll of more than one school.

This is relatively new legislation and is intended to allow a child to keep a place at a 

main base school to which they regularly return each year, even though they may 

attend other schools for short periods while they are travelling.

If, after discussions between the headteacher, parents and Service staff if appropriate, 

it is considered that your school should be considered the base for a particular child, 

then they should be kept on roll throughout the time they are away travelling 

elsewhere, and marked authorised absent (T) as detailed above.

When a Traveller child leaves your school it is helpful if you inform EMTAS to aid their 

record keeping.

If a parent informs you in advance that they will be leaving they may be pleased to be 

offered a contacts booklet, issued by the NATT (National Association of Teachers for

Travellers).  This booklet lists addresses and telephone numbers of Traveller 

Education Services throughout the country so that families may seek support when 

and where they need it.  For copies contact EMTAS.

Please ensure that EMTAS are kept informed about Traveller movements.

RECORD KEEPING

PLASC Return

Traveller children are included on the school’s PLASC return each year as all children.  Two new ethnic monitoring categories identifying Irish Travellers and Gypsy and Roma Travellers are included from January 2003.

Documentation for OFSTED

EMTAS staff will prepare documentation about their support to the schools for OFSTED inspections of any school with Traveller children on roll.  Please let EMTAS know as soon as you have information about the date of your inspection.  EMTAS will have other useful information for you in preparation for your inspection.

Information for class teachers

BEFORE THE NEW PUPIL ARRIVES…..

If you are aware that you will be welcoming a new pupil, talk to your class about the needs the pupil may have and how they might be able to help. 

Consider carefully whether it’s necessary to highlight their ethnic origin as this could be seen as discrimination.

Organise a “buddy,” (or a couple of buddies), to guide the new pupil during the first few days. Choose pupils who have good social skills and respond well to being given responsibility. 

Discuss with the buddy ways of helping the new pupil, e.g. being with him/her at playtime and lunchtime, showing him/her around the school building, (including toilets), and helping him/her within the classroom situation.

WHEN THE NEW PUPIL ARRIVES

Establish a relationship with the new pupil and help him/her to feel comfortable in the class.

Introduce the new pupil to other members of staff who might work with him/her in the classroom from time to time.

Help the new pupil to understand any changes in school routines, (e.g. fire drill, day trips, non-uniform day, etc.), as appropriate.

Informing the staff

It is important that staff are informed about the new arrival and this is most easily organised if there is a gap of a couple of days between interviewing the pupil and parents/carers and the pupil starting school.

Information collected at the interview can be used to produce an information sheet to be distributed to teachers and may be displayed on the staff notice board.

This information can also be useful to inform decisions regarding the placement of the new pupil in an appropriate ability group; bearing in mind the pupil’s potential.
Communication and monitoring.

Information on the student should be available to all staff, with details of the level of previous education, (if known). An initial interview with parents or carers is an excellent opportunity to find out a range of information. 

Examples of information to find out:

· Religious/cultural background

· Educational background, if relevant to age. 

· Any breaks in education.

· Level of literacy.

· Contact numbers parents/guardians.

· Subjects studied in previous school(s) – if applicable.

· Attitude to school, progress made, attendance, etc.

· Any contacts the new arrival has with current pupils in the school.

· Any special dietary requirements (may be for medical  reasons).

Take the opportunity to give parents/guardians information about:

· The School system

· The school’s expectations of its pupils

· The school day / the school routines

· The homework system (where applicable)

· Uniform requirements / dress code

· Arrangements for support

· Benefits such as free school meals / uniform grants, (if applicable)

The form on the next page may be useful for collecting information.

School Name:   

NEW PUPIL

Name:                                       D.O.B.

Year / class:

Class teacher:

Educational background:

Ethnic origin: (PLASC)
Additional information and learning needs

(Please feel free to add any other information you think may be useful to colleagues)

EXAMPLES OF GOOD PRACTICE

Pupils who have missed time in school due to travelling learn alongside good language models best.  If a new arrival is in the early stages of learning and is placed in groups for the less able pupils, he/she will tend to underachieve and may misbehave, as these groups tend to be poorer learning models and sometimes poor behaviour models.

The new arrival may already have acquired the relevant skills and concepts of a subject, they just need to express them.

Pupils with a travelling background are likely to make different rates of progress than students with special educational needs.  Their needs are not the same.

Pupils  with a travelling background are likely to achieve more in a class where there are plenty of opportunities for pupil interaction, paired and group work.  They tend to make less progress in more formal settings.

Differentiation and teacher’s careful use of language and questioning skills are extremely beneficial.

Specific topics and activities can be built into the curriculum to promote awareness and empathy towards Travellers.

Travellers may also have special educational needs and their particular circumstances will often require specialist intervention.  However it is important to recognise that a pupil with Traveller status should not be assumed to have special educational  needs just because schooling has been interrupted.

Where difficulties are suspected however Salford Ethnic Minority & Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS) in association with the Education Inclusion Service will provide advice and, where possible, support for these pupils.











MONITORING

Monitoring requires a whole school approach across the curriculum.  It is NOT  the sole concern of the SENCO or class teachers.

All involved staff and support staff need to find a method of liaison that will ensure continuous overview of the students’ induction and progress.

This can be as simple as a note book carried by the student to each lesson, recording what was taught and the student’s response, but this will not serve any useful purpose unless every member of staff uses it and one person is designated to collect the information regularly – say at the end of each week.  This holds true for any system a school chooses to use.

The support teachers and teaching assistants from the EMTAS service also use the following record sheets to help in the evaluation/target setting/monitoring of the pupils they support………

SALFORD ETHNIC MINORTY & TRAVELLER ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE

(EMTAS)

½ - TERMLY RECORD

	Name:                      

                                         
	d.o.b:

	School:


	Year Group:

	Teacher:


	

	Term:   
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2


	Week beginning
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Key:             

                         
	1= Child absent

2= Contact with parents (e.g. phone, written, meetings)

3= Meeting with teacher

4= Teaching session

5=Contact with outside agencies

6= Other (e./g. Training, assembly, projects, trips)




SALFORD ETHNIC MINORITY & TRAVELLER ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE

(EMTAS)

½ - TERMLY EDUCATION PLAN

	Name:


	d.o.b:

	School:


	Year Group:

	Teacher:
	

	Term:  Autumn 1     Autumn 2       Spring 1
	Spring 2     Summer 1    Summer 2


	Targets




	Strategies and Resources




	Expected Outcome




	Evaluation




	Signatures:  (School)   _________________________  Date:  _________

                    (EMTAS)  _________________________




WHEN TRAVELLER CHILDREN COME TO YOUR SCHOOL

Notes for Teaching and Non-Teaching Staff

· The prime need is for children to feel safe and secure welcome and 
     comfortable.

· Children who have rarely been in school before and are used to being outside much of the time, may find a classroom rather claustrophobic.
· Lack of space in a trailer for toys means a classroom can be like an Aladdin’s Cave.  The children will want hands-on experience.

· Water is often in short supply at home so children are likely to find toilet and washing facilities very attractive.

· At first, within class they will not want to be a focus of attention.

· If they are away from their family group for the first time they may need support from siblings.

· If children have been constantly on the move they may have experienced emotional or violent confrontations with the police or local residents and may be “high” at first.  They need calm, firm handling for reassurance.

· The children will be very sensitive to name calling.

· They are mostly brought up not to start any trouble but certainly will defend themselves and retaliate strongly if provoked.

· They may come from an area where local residents are hostile and want them evicted.  This atmosphere should not pass the school gate.  School must be a safe haven.  Any incidents of prejudice should be dealt with by the Head and covered by the PSE programmes in place in school.  EMTAS need to be informed of any incidences.

· If they are older children and have not been in school much before they will be acutely aware that they are behind their peers academically.  They will feel inadequate and may compensate for this by disruptive withdrawn or attention seeking behaviour…..so it is important to differentiate work by task or outcome, to allow the child to achieve and improve self-esteem and build confidence.

· Gypsy Traveller culture has very strong traditions about keeping children safe and therefore children are rarely allowed to go on trips until a trusting relationship has developed with the school.

· Not having school uniform highlights differences.  Parents will appreciate discussion with the school to overcome this.

· All Traveller children have unique experiences which can be shared with their peers.  They will not welcome questioning at first but once secure will be pleased if an interest is shown.

· It is quite likely that some children will have little experience of books or using pens and pencils and may require playgroup type activities at first.  However they may have well developed skills in particular fields such as metals, vehicles or animals and looking after young children.

· It would be an extremely positive experience for a Traveller child to find

    that there were books and other resources in the school relating to their

    culture.

For further advice, support and resources,

Contact:

Salford EMTAS

C/o Seedley County Primary School

Liverpool Street

Salford M6 5GY

Telephone:  0161 920 2202

Fax: 0161 920 2211

SUPPORTING TRAVELLER CHILDREN

Notes for Classroom Assistants

· The more support Travellers receive from a classroom assistant the 
       quicker they settle and make progress.  The classroom assistant 

       needs to be aware of the kinds of difficulties they may encounter:


e.g.

a) in understanding everyday school routines;

b) feeling different because of lack of uniform or PE kit

c) lack of familiarity with the school buildings, cloakrooms, toilets, washing facilities etc.

· If possible the classroom assistants of long standing in the school 

        should support Travellers as they may have previous knowledge of 

        the families.

· Where there is a shortage of water on site, children may be 


fascinated by the toilet and washing facilities, so opportunities for 


constructive water play are valuable.

· Classroom assistants can help to implement any IEP set up by the 


class teacher which should also incorporate early assessment, as 


children may not be in the school for long.

· Some individual support may be necessary but in small group 


situations the child may feel more at ease and find it easier to 


integrate.

· Fairground Showmen children may have difficulty in settling back   

       into friendship groups when they come back into their base school 

       for the winter.

· Classroom assistants can quickly implement a daily reading 


programme.

· Classroom assistants can fill in background knowledge of a given 


topic on which the class is already working.

· Consultation between class teacher and classroom assistant is very 


important for able Traveller children in the areas of:

· class rules;

· resources, computer programmes, CD ROM machines;

· class organisation;

· reading schemes;

· areas to be supported by the classroom assistant

· IEP;

· Timetable;

· Recording

· Classroom assistants can support Travellers by clarifying

expectations and the tasks expected of the children and build on their strengths.

· A classroom assistant can guide children in presenting their work 


so that it can be appreciated by others.




Disseminate any relevant information about the new pupil to other members of staff








Interview the pupil and his/her parents/guardians and find out as much as possible about the pupil’s previous education








Consider the pupil’s existing knowledge and learning ability when placing him/her in an appropriate group





If necessary differentiate the work given to the new arrival





Be aware of cultural differences








TRAVELLER NEW ARRIVALS IN SCHOOLS





Encourage the new pupil to contribute to class activities and to ask for help when needed.








Give the new pupil and 


parents/carers


 relevant information about the school rules, expectations and requirements








Refer to the support pack for further details.





Contact the EMTAS staff in your school or telephone 0161 921 2202 if you wish for them to assess the pupil’s learning needs, or to be present at interviews





Make the pupil feel welcome. Introduce him/her to other class members and organise a “buddy,” (peer mentor).








For further advice, support and resources, contact Salford EMTAS on 0161 921 2202
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