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Children’s Services and Strategy and Regeneration Scrutiny Committees
Respect and Behaviour Agenda Commission
Terms of Reference

Background

During a work programme event held by the Scrutiny Support Team on 31 May 2007, along with subsequent public consultation, people were asked what were the main issues they felt the Council should be looking at and aiming to improve.

The behaviour of young people in the City was cited as an issue and following discussions, it was agreed that this topic would be looked at within a commission. The commission is to be a joint project of the Strategy and Regeneration and Children’s Services Scrutiny Committees.

Salford City Council has been successful with its application for Respect Action Area status, therefore can expect additional resources from the government to deliver projects that will successfully address some of the anti-social behaviour which blights some communities across the city.

Members of the Commission have agreed they would like to focus on parenting, which is one of the five key components of the Respect agenda on which Salford has committed to deliver, in particular 
· Members want to look at the initiatives in place within Salford in respect of parenting with the aim of stopping children becoming involved in anti-social behaviour
· Members have also considered looking at the current problems in existence as a result of very young children having children of their own, along with behaviour in schools. 

Key Objectives:

	1. To ensure that effective strategies are in place to support parenting. 

	2. To ensure that work within the City is effectively co-ordinated 

	3. To compare strategies in place with best practice and other local authorities


Scope of the work:

Members have decided that they want to concentrate on parenting and the initiatives currently in place within Salford.   

In order to assist the work the following will be undertaken:

	1. Establish and evaluate the work undertaken in relation to the Parenting Strategy for Salford 

	2. Establish and evaluate the work undertaken regarding the provision of parenting     support

	3. Identify examples of best practice elsewhere and to arrange visits where   necessary


Information to be obtained by the following;

Interviews with the following: 

Parenting Strategy Co-ordinator

Project Officer / Community Safety

Teenage Pregnancy Operations Manager

Senior Parenting Practitioner

Locality Team Manager

Behaviour Improvement Programme Manager

Head of Sure Start and Extended Schools Service

Parents that have attended parenting classes

This is not an exhaustive list and other Officers and individuals may be identified during the course of the review. 

Bolton Beacon Showcase Event:

Preventing and tackling anti social behaviour Beacon Showcase event

Scrutiny Support Officer and Mrs Jillian Collinson have attended.

Possible Visits:

Bolton City Council, to witness examples of best practice.

Manchester City Council
Key Documents / Background data / Research papers

	1. Parenting Strategy for Salford

	2. Learning Behaviour – The report of The Practitioners’ Group on School Behaviour and discipline

	3. Website research into the topic 

	4. Specific performance criteria


Timescale 

Start
January 2008
It is anticipated that an interim report will be produced at the end of June 2008

Reporting arrangements

Report To:

· The Children’s Services and Strategy and Regeneration Scrutiny Committees

· The Cabinet

Monitoring / Feedback Arrangements

To:

· All witnesses / contributors

· Updates to Children’s Services and Strategy and Regeneration Scrutiny Committees
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