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GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT

        DATE RISK ASSESSMENT PREPARED: .…………….…..

	ACTVITY:
	ZOO VISIT



	VENUE DETAILS:
	

	GENERAL INFORMATION:
	

	HAZARDS
	CONTROL MEASURES
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	
	
	Pre-visit carried out on ……………………………………

By ………………………………………………………….. 

The zoo should be regularly inspected by the local Council and under the Zoo Licensing Act 1981. 

	Traffic
	Journey from car / coach park to be well supervised

Adequate instruction & supervision whilst moving about the zoo. 

Groups advised to select designated footpaths to walk on rather than the vehicular driveways.


	

	Stranger Danger / Lost pupil
	Zoo open to members of the public

Pupils briefed as to possible dangers. 

Pupils supervised at all times.

Groups stay together whilst moving around the zoo.

Frequent head counts

All staff briefed on layout of venue & location of know attractions / displays. 


	Staff briefing on emergency action plan in the event of a pupil becoming detached from one of the sub groups (e.g. contact by mobile telephone, agreed rendezvous point at set periods, agreed procedure for contacting & seeking assistance from zoo staff)

Pre-visit will determine if the Zoo has a tannoy system, or other forms of communication which they are prepared to use in the event of an emergency.

	Slipping / tripping / falling
	Agree Code of Conduct & brief pupils prior to visit

Follow recommended pathways around the zoo
	

	Water - drowning
	Adequate supervision in these areas required at all times
	Activities near water:

· Brief pupils about the dangers of water. Include pupils in the Risk Assessment for behaviour / code of conduct near the water

· Where appropriate, place staff members in between the hazard i.e. the water & the pupils

· Pupils wishing to take photographs near water to stand absolutely still whilst looking through the viewfinder. 

	Animals – biting / stinging etc.
	Children instructed that they must observe safety signs displayed around the zoo indicating where they can / cannot go for safety reasons. Staff to ensure that safety guidelines are followed by all party members. 

Code of conduct agreed with pupils prior to visit. 

Party leaders are asked to ensure that all groups proceed through the zoo in a quiet and orderly manner as sudden noises and movement can disturb the animals

School First Aid kit to be made available
	Pupils encouraged to contribute to Risk Assessment for visit, identifying hazards & suggest possible control measures i.e. not to poke fingers through fences; not to get too close to animals.

The zoo has in place a documented escape procedure for hazardous animals (tigers, bears, leopards, chimpanzees), a copy of which is held by the LEA.

Pre-visit will determine the location of the First Aid Station and access to appropriately qualified first aiders.

	Small animal handling (if applicable)

Animals biting.

Infection from animals
	Where applicable, at allocated times of the day, zoo staff may make available a selection of small animals for handling / feeding. Pupils to stroke the animals gently and in moderation. 

Pupils given clear instructions on necessity to wash hands thoroughly, restrict eating / drinking until after hands are washed, avoid putting hands in mouth / touching face until after hands are washed.
	Where animal handling is permitted this should be supervised by zoo staff. Pupils and accompanying adults to follow all advice given and monitor the activity closely.

Accompanying staff to be made aware of pupils allergies / phobias as appropriate to the visit & these pupils advised to refrain from direct contact with animals. 

Separate hand-washing facilities should be provided where this option is available.
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